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New  Sunnydale  Building  Blocks 
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Leland  Avenue  Streetscape  Improvement  Project 


Driving  on  Leland  Avenue  these  days  canOea  litOe  tncky,  but  Valley  residents  know  ttie  end  result  m//  be  worUi  the  wat 


Mayor  Announces  New  Initiative  to  Fight  Truancy 


Mayor  Newsom  on  Jan.  15 
launched  the  new  Tnjancy  Assess- 
ment and  Referral  Center  (TARC)  to 
address  chronic  truancy  and  close 
the  achievement  gap  in  San  Fran- 
cisco schools. 

TARC  will  be  a  dty-wide  one  stop 
location  allowing  police  to  hand  off 
truant  youth  to  the  San  Francisco 
Unified  School  District  (SFUSD)  and 
Community  Based  Organizations. 
TARC  will  assess  youth  and  make 
the  appropriate  referrals  to  reengage 
them  in  the  academic  process. 

"The  21st  century  economy  de- 
mands an  educated,  prepared 
workforce,"  said  Mayor  Newsom. 
"We  must  rise  to  this  challenge  and 
close  the  graduation  gap  that  afflicts 
underprivileged  communities  in  San 
Francisco."  ' 

TARC  is  a  joint  effort  with  the 
SFUSD,  SF  Juvenile  Probation  De- 
partment (SFJPD),  San  Francisco 


Police  Department  (SFPD),  Depart- 
ment of  Children,  Youtli,  and  their 
Families  (DCYF),  and  our  commu- 
nity partners.  Huckleberry  Youth 
Services  and  Urban  Service  YMCA, 
to  open  a  new  drop-in  facility  at  44 
Cough  St. 

"As  San  Francisco's  District  Attor- 
ney I  see  what  happens  on  the  back 
end  of  school  failures:  young  lives 
are  being  lost  to  street  violence  or 
prison  time  at  an  appalling  rate,"  said 
District  Attorney  Kamaia  Harris. 
"Children  will  either  get  their  edu- 
cation in  the  streets  or  in  school. 
Combafing  truancy  is  a  smart  ap- 
proach to  crime  prevention." 

By  addressing  truancy,  the  City 
hopes  to  close  the  graduation  gap. 
In  San  Francisco  last  year,  32  percent 
of  African  American,  19  percent  of 
Caucasian  and  19  percent  of  Latino 
students  didn't  graduate  public  high 
school. 


All  students  coming  into44 Cough 
will  first  be  referred  to  the  Commu- 
nity Assessment  and  Referral  Cen- 
ter (CARC)  for  appropriate  assess- 
ment before  moving  on  to  TARC. 
Whereas  CARC  provides  a  single 
pointof  entry  for  crisis  intervenfion, 
assessment,  service  integrafion  and 
referral  of  arrested  ytjutli,  TARC  will 
be  focused  solely  on  tniant  youth, 

TARC,  staffed  by  a  SFUSD  Coun- 
selor and  a  Community  Based  case 
manager  will  do  an  educational  as- 
sessment of  the  youth  and  determine 
the  best  next  steps  to  reengage  the 
youth  into  the  educafional  process, 
and  refer  them  out  tor  wrap-around 
services  in  the  community. 

niis  innovafive  collaboration  be- 
tween CARC  and  TARC  is  the  first- 
in-the-nafion  that  leverages  existing 
city  resources  to  specifically  target 
young  people  who  are  chronic^y 
absent. 


On  Saturday,  January  23  about 
sixty  participants  gathered  to  see 
the  presenlaHon  of  the  design  lay- 
out ot  the  building  blocks  that  will 
emerge  in  the  new  Sunnydale.  The 
master  plan  with  1,700  housing 
units  is  to  allow  for  a  better  mix  of 
households  at  different  incomes. 

Laurie  Volk,  an  expert  in  creat- 
ing mixed  income  communities, 
recommends  that  40  percent  of  the 
housing  should  be  market  rate. 
Sixty  percent  will  include  the  ex- 
isting number  of  public  housing 
units  along  with  "tax  credit"  af- 
fordable housing. 

In  response  to  previous  quesfions 
about  how  many  units  of  various 
sizes  are  planned  a  chart  was  pre- 
sented: 

*One  bedroom:  580  units,  34 
percent  of  total. 

*Two  bedroom:  804  units,  47 
percent  ot  total, 

"Three  bedroom:  303  units,  18 
percent  of  total. 

*Fourbedroom:12units,l  percent 
of  total. 

At  present,  the  overall  parking  ra- 
tio in  the  master  plan  is  .85  off- 
street  parking  spaces  for  each  unit, 
and  1.18  total  parking  spaces  for 
each  unit  off  and  on  the  street.  The 
City  requires  an  independent  traf- 
fic study  to  describe  car,  bike,  pe- 
destrian and  bus  traffic  expected 
and  the  impact  on  the  neighbor- 
hood. Tlie  study  will  t>e  made  this 
year  and  presented  at  another  com- 
munity' meeting. 

Major  objecfives  that  guide  the 
design  process  were  described.  In 
addifion  to  mixed  income  and  the 
mix  of  units,  safety  and  seairity  is 
to  be  enhanced  because  buildings 
will  include  either  unit  entries, 
stoops  or  porches  that  face  the 
street  or  park  so  there  are  "eyes" 
on  the  street. 

All  buildingsshouldbeof  the  same 
higliquality  design  and  construction 
rega  r3  less  of  Uie  income  level  of  resi  - 
dents.  To  accomplish  this,  there  are 
tobea  variet}' of  architectural  styles 
by  different  architects. 

At  least  30  percent  of  the  hous- 
ing will  be  accessible  or  adaptable 
for  disabled  and  senior  residents. 
Each  building  is  to  include  basic 
amenities  such  as  a  community 
room,  laundry  machines,  secure 
bike  and  car  parking,  and  secure 


Cell  Phone  Radiation  Labeling  Legislation  Introduced 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsomon  Jan.  26 
announced  major  consumer  right- 
to-know  legislation  that  will  re- 
quire cell  phone  retailers  to  post 
cell  phone  radiahon  levels  at  point 
of  sale. 

"Telephone  manufacturers  cur- 
rently disclose  cell  phone  radiafion 
levels  to  the  federal  government," 
said  Mayor  Newsom.  "This  same 
information  should  also  be  made 
easily  accessible  to  the  consumer" 

While  more  research  needs  to 
be  conducted  on  the  safety  of  cell 
phone  radiation,  recent  studies 
published  in  internationally  re- 
garded journals  indicate  that 
long  term  exposure  to  cell  phone 
radiation  may  be  responsible  tor 
increased  rates  of  brain  and  sali- 
vary cancer,  as  well  as  other  se- 
rious health  problems.  With  the 


growing  number  of  people  us- 
ing cell  phones  on  a  daily  basis 
and  the  increasing  use  by  young 
children,  the  questions  around 
potential  health  effects  are  sig- 
nificant enough  to  warrant  pre- 
cautionary action. 

"In  addition  to  protecting  the 
consumers'  right  to  know,"  said 
Mayor  Newsom,  "this  legislation 
will  encourage  telephone  manu- 
facturers to  redesign  their  devices 
to  fimcfion  at  lower  radiation  lev- 
els. This  is  similar  to  Prop  65,  which 
dramatically  reduced  public  expo- 
sure  to  toxic  materials  because 
chemical  companies  removed  toxic 
ingredients  from  their  products  in 
order  to  avoid  product  warnings." 

Cell  phone  radiation  is  regulated 
by  both  the  FDA  and  the  FCC.  with 
alegallimit  of  1.6  Watts  per  kilo- 


gram of  SAR  (specific  absorption 
rate).  Cell  phone  radiafion  varies 
widely  depending  on  the  model, 
with  SAR's  between  0.19  and  1,6. 
There  is  no  technological  reason  why 
a  cell  phone  needs  to  emit  the  maxi- 
mum allowed  levels  of  radiafion. 
Phones  that  emit  lower  amounts  of 
radiation  work  just  as  well,  and  sport 
just  as  many  feafijres. 

"1  am  not  suggesting  bv  any 
means  that  people  should  be  fear- 
ful of  using  a  cell  phone,"  said 
Mayor  Newsom.  "Cell  phones  are 
an  integral  part  of  modern  life; 
however,  there  are  simple  things 
that  can  t>e  done  to  minimize  ex- 
posure to  the  radiafion  emitted  by 
the  telephone  such  as  using  a  head 
set,  speaker  phone  or  texting.  and 
turning  off  the  phone  when  it's  not 
in  use." 


outdoor  courtyards  for  the  resi- 
dents of  each  building. 

Various  opfions  are  being  consid- 
ered for  the  construcfion  period, 
with  the  priority  of  causing  the 
least  amount  of  inconvenience  to 
residents,  and  these  opfions  will 
also  be  presented  to  the  commu- 
nity for  discussion. 

Small  groups  of- six  to  eight 
people  met  to  generate  questions 
and  concerns  and  each  group  then 
reported  out  to  the  entire  meefing, 

*ls  any  considerafion  being  given 
to  the  impacts  on  the  greater  com- 
munity due  to  the  increase  in  hous- 
ing units  in  both  Sunnydale  and  the 
Schlage  Lock  property? 

*What  is  the  rimeline  for  comple- 
fion  of  the  project? 

"What  is  the  rafio  of  bathrooms  to 
bedrooms  in  the  units? 

"Why  are  there  only  1 2  units  with 
four  bedrooms?  What  about  large 
families? 

*What  provisions  if  any  will  there 
be  regarding  smoking? 

*How  wall  garbage  and  recycling 
collecfion  be  handled?  Could  there 
be  incenfives  to  encourage  residents 
to  parficipate  fully  in  recycling? 

*Will  disaster  preparedness  be  in- 
cluded in  the  design? 

*How  wide  are  the  sidewalks? 

*Can  video  cams  be  placed  on 
streets? 

*How  might  noise  complaints  be 
handled? 

*What  size  will  rooms  be  in  the 
various  units?  What  floor  cover- 
ing will  be  used? 

Tliese  and  other  questions  Will  be 
addressed  at  h.iture  meefings.  The 
master  plan  design  will  be  pre- 
sented in  the  near  future  to  the  SF 
Planning  Department,  The  prtxiess 
of  review,  prepararion  of  the  re- 
quired environmental  impact  re- 
port and  its  review,  and  final  ap- 
proval by  the  City  will  take  about 
one  year 

To  contact  Mercy/Related  HOPE 
SF:  1657  Sunnydale  Avenue,  SF 
94134,  (415)  452-9744-  

'TonjaBoykin  TBoykiniSmercyhousing  org 

'Michelle  Daniels,  Community  Liaison: 
MDaniels2mercytiousingorg 

'Jasmin  Khabay,  Community  Liaison. 
JKhabay@mercyhousing  org 

'Ramie  Dare,  Housing  Developer 
RDare@mercyhousing  org 

'Cantonese  partapants  can  call  Paul  Lam: 
333-9956.  Plam@mercyhousing  org 


Meet  Leland  Avenue  Project  Artists 


imrigr  CouiUtit  •'/  HI  BAR 

The  Leland  Avenue  Streetscape  Project  will  be  finished  this  summer 
Join  the  San  Francisco  Arts  a  playful  sculpture  made  from 
Commission  and  the  arfist  team  recycled  parking  meter  heads  at- 
REBAR  on  Monday,  Feb.  8  from  tached  to  18-foot  arching,  steel 
6:30  to  7:30  p.m. at  the  Joe  Leland  poles. 

coffee  shop,  28  Leland  Ave.  to  The  cluster  of  parking  meters 
learn  more  about  the  new  sculp-  was  designed  to  appear  as  if  it 
hjre  that  will  be  located  at  the  had  grown  to  a  whimsically  tall 
corner  of  Leland  Avenue  and  height  and  is  intended  to  remind 
Bayshore  Boulevard.  the  viewer  of  swaying  grain  or 

On  November  2,  2009,  the  San  other  organic  forms, 
Francisco  Arts  Commission  ap-  For  more  informafionatwut  the 
proved  the  arfist  team  REBAR's  Leland  Avenue  public  art  project, 
design  for  the  new  public  art  visitwww.sfartscommission.org/ 
project  that  will  be  installed  as  pubartcollection  or  contact  Mary 
part  of  the  Leland  Avenue  Chouatmary.choucnsfgov.orgor 
Streetscape  Improvement  Project,  at  415/252-3215,  For  more  infor- 

Scheduled  for  completion  by  mation  about  REBAR,  visit 
early  summer  2010,  Street  Lifeis  www,  rebargroup.org 
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Improvement  Meetings 
To  Upgrade  McLaren  Park 

As  some  ot  you  m.iy  hav  e  heard, 
we  have  upcoming  public  work- 
shops to  discuss  the  improvement 
needs  at  McLaren  Park. 

The  McLaren  Park  Needs  Assess- 
ment &  Action  Plan  Workshops  will 
gather  thou^ts  and  ideas  from  you 
on  the  top  priorities  for  improve- 
ments to  McLaren  Park,  and  to- 
gether comeup  with  an  action  plan 
that  will  have  practical  and  measur- 
able goals  to  help  improve  the  park. 

There  is  a  grant  we  will  apply  to 
improve  park  features  in  June. 

The  Dates  for  the  workshops  are: 
Tuesday  Mar  23  from  6:30  to  8  p.m. 
at  Crocker  Amazon  Playground 
Clubhouse,  and  Tuesday  May  25 
from  6:30  to  8  p.m.  at  Louis  Sutter 
Playground  Roundhouse 

Some  of  the  improvement  needs 
to  be  discussed  include  renovation 


of  the  children  s  playgrounds,  pic  federal  HcaltH  Refomi  a  Tipping  Point,  Not  the  End  Game 

nic  areas,  pathways  pavements,  ^  ^ 


pedestrian  safety  in  and  around 
roads,  as  well  as  other  amenities 
Please  invite  everyone  who  would 
be  interested  in  participating  in 
these  workshops,  and  forward  tlie 
attached  flyer  to  your  email  lists  and 
newsletters. 

Tina  Kim,  SF  Recreation  and  Parks 

Common  Uncommonly 

See  it  you  can  figure  out  what 
these  words  have  in  common: 

1 .  Banana 

2.  Dresser 

3.  Grammar 

4.  Potato 

5.  Revive 

6.  Uneven 

7.  Assess 

Are  you  peeking  or  have  you  al- 
ready given  up?  Give  it  another  try. 

Answer:  In  all  of  the  words  listed, 
if  you  take  the  first  letter,  place  it  at 
the  end  of  the  word,  and  then  spell 
the  word  backwards,  it  will  be  the 
same  word. 


Central  Subway  Final  Design  to  Commence 


Mayor  Newsom  and  the  SFMTA 
today  announced  on  Jan,  8  that  the 
Federal  Transit  Administration 
(FTA)  has  granted  the  Central  Sub- 
way approval  to  enter  into  Final 
Design  (FD)  for  the  Central  Subway 
Project  which  is  Phase  n  of  the  Third 
Street  Lig^it  Rail  Project  that  v/ill  con- 
nect communities  from  Visitacion 
Valley  to  Chinatown  with  modem, 
convenient  light  rail. 

The  Third  Street  Light  Rail  project 
represents  the  most  significant  in- 
vestment in  the  expansion  of  the 
Muni  system  in  generations, 

'This  federal  endorsement  is  cru- 
cial to  building  the  Central  Subway 
and  improving  our  environment," 
said  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom.  "Our 
appreciation  goes  out  to  Speaker 
Nancy  Peiosi,  Senator  Dianne 
Feir\stein  and  Senator  Barbara  Boxer 
for  their  continued  leadership  and 
support  of  light  rail  expansion  in  San 
Frandsco," 

"We  are  deeply  gratified  by  this  de- 
cision," said  Nathaniel  P  Ford  Sr., 
SFMTA  Executive  Director/CEO, 
"We  are  making  tremendous 
progress  toward  improved  transpor- 
tation for  the  communities  along  the 
congested  corridor  that  the  Central 
Subway  v/ill  serve," 

This  FTA  endorsement  marks  a 
crucial  milestone  for  the  Central  Sub- 
way project.  Approval  to  enter  into 
Final  Design  means  that  for  every 
dollar  the  SFMTA  spends  on  Final 
Design  for  the  Central  Subway 
Project,  the  SFMTA  will  be  reim- 
bursed with  federal  funds. 

In  2009,  the  Central  Subway  project 
received  a  positive  review  as  part  of 
the  tedir^icatly  rigorous  federal  New 
Starts  program  with  a  "medium- 
high"  project  justification  ratingand 
"medium-high"  overall  rating.  The 
project  also  received  a  "high"  rating 
for  both  environmental  and  transit 
supportive  land  use  benefits.  The 
project  recently  received  $6  million 
as  part  of  thefederal  Fiscal  Year  2010 
transportation  appropriations  bill. 

Approval  to  enter  into  Final  De- 
sign comes  as  the  Central  Subway  is 
moving  forward  on  a  variety  of 
fronts.  The  project  is  negotiating  and 
awarding  design  contracts  for  the 
tunnel,  stations  and  systems  work, 
and  this  month  utility  relocation 
work  is  beginning  near  the  tunnel 
portal  and  the  future  Moscone  Sta- 
tion in  the  South  of  Market  neigh- 
borhocxi. 

The  1 ,7-mile  Central  Subway  will 
extend  light  rail  service  wath  a  sur- 
face stop  on  4th  Street  near  Brannan 
Street  and  subway  service  with  sta- 
tions at  the  Moscone  Center,  Union 
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Square  and  Chinatown  neighbor- 
hcxxls.  It  will  operate  as  an  extension 
of  the  T  Third  light  rail  line  which 
opened  for  full  revenue  service  in 
April  2007. 

The  two-phase  Third  Street  Light 
Rail  Project  will  unite  the  City's  es- 
tablished civic,  business,  retail  and 
cultural  centers  with  the  diverse 
communities  along  the  light  rail  line 
and  aicou  rage  economic  revitaliza- 
tion  along  the  entire  corridor. 

The  project  is  expected  to  begin  ser- 
vice in  Detsmber  2018  and  is  esti- 
mated to  cost  $1.6  billion,  with  al- 
most $1  billion  slated  to  come  from 
the  federal  government.  The  SFMTA 
continues  to  work  unth  local,  state 
and  regional  partners  to  secure  non- 
federal funding  to  work  toward  a 
Full  FundingGrant  Agreement  with 
the  Federal  Transit  Administration 
in  Fiscal  Year  201 1. 

The  American  Public  Transporta- 
tion Association  (APTA)  has  esti- 
mated that  for  every  $1  billion  spent 
on  transportation  intrastructure 
projects,  30,000  jobs  will  be  created. 

During  these  difficult  economic 
times,  the  progress  and  develop- 
ment of  the  Central  Subway  will 
employ  thousands  of  individuals 
throu^out  the  Bay  Area  and  be- 
yond. In  addibon,  this  project  will 
enhance  the  City's  transportation 
system  by  making  it  more  efficient 
and  environmentally  friendly 

"This  welcome  news  is  a  great  way 
to  start  file  New  Year,"  said  Board  of 
Supervisors  President  David  Chiu. 
"TTie  Central  Subway  project  will 
increase  Muni  ridership,  reduce  our 
carbon  footprint  and  provide  cxin- 
struction  jobs  for  San  Franciscans  at 
a  critical  time  " 

Housing  Authority 
Waiting  List  Closing 

Tlie  San  Francisco  Housing  Au- 
thority (SFHA)  Commission  au- 
thorized the  Executive  Director  to 
close  the  Housing  Authority's 
public  housing  waiting  list  on 
January  31, 2010  as  outlined  in  the 
SFHA's  July  2008  Admission  and 
Continued  Occupancy  Policy 
(ACOP). 

Currently,  the  SFHA  manages 
6,262  public  housing  units.  As  of 
Jan.  14,  2009,  the  public  housing 
waiting  list  was  29,977,  On  any 
given  day  the  total  number  of  va- 
cant units  throughout  the  SFHA's 
property  management  portfolio  is 
104  units. 

On  average,  a  family  waits  ap- 
proximately ten  years  to  move 
from  the  bottom  of  the  waiting  list 
to  the  top  of  the  waiting  list  in  or- 
der to  be  offered  an  available  va- 
cant unit. 

Black  History  Month 
Kick  Off  Celebration 

Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  and  the 
African  American  Historical  and 
Cultural  Society  celebrate  the  2010 
Black  History  Month  Kick  Off 
Celebration  on  Friday  Feb,  5  at  12 
noon  in  the  Mayor's  Rotunda  lo- 
cated at:  San  Francisco  City  Hall 


hy  Senator  Mark  Uno 

AsCaliromiafacesanotheryearof 
skyrockebng  health  care  a>sis,  many 
of  us  have  followed  the  develop- 
ments of  federal  health  care  reform 
with  anticipation.  Even  though  I  rec- 
ognize that  federal  health  care  re- 
fomi in  2010  will  bring  positive  and 
wortliwhile  changes,  it  was  disap- 
pointing to  see  the  insurance  indus- 
iry  succeed  at  scaling  back  reform. 
However,  we  should  not  bedisrour- 
aged.  Underneath  this  historic  step 
fonvard  isa  tmegroundswell  of  sup- 
port for  universal  health  care.  Across 
the  nation,  Americansarecoming  to 
the  conclusion  that  private  insurance 
aimpanies  have  tailed  in  their  obli- 
gation toadminister  health  coverage, 
and  polls  show  that  strong  majori- 
ties support  a  Medicare  for  all  model 
of  healdi  care. 

With  every  passing  year,  rising 
insurance  premiums  suffocate  eco- 
nomic growth  and  threaten  the 
middle  class  standard  of  living.  As 
premiums  skyrocket,  quality  of 
care  and  access  to  care  are  rapidly 
declining.  Benefits  are  being  cut, 
medical  bankruptcy  is  on  the  rise 
and  provider  reimbursements  are 
stagnating.  Public  infrastructure 
like  schools,  roads,  police  and  fire 
departments  are  directly  threat- 
ened by  these  rising  costs  since 
public  revenues  can  never  hope  to 
increase  fast  enough  to  keep  up 
with  health  care  premiums  for 
teachers,  police  officers,  and  fire 
fighters. 

Fortunately,  California  is  leading 
the  nation  with  a  plan  to  establish  a 
universal  health  caresystem  that  will 
strike  directly  at  the  heart  of  rising 
health  care  costs. 


The  California  Universal  Health 
Care  Act,  which  I  introduced  last 
year,  providesevery  Califomian  with 
comprehensiveuniversal  healthcare 
and  is  fully  funded  with  the  money 
that  California  already  spends  on 
health  care.  Senate  Bill  810  builds  on 
our  current  system  of  privately  de- 
livered health  care  but  is  funded  by  a 
single,  comprehensive  healtfi  insur- 
ance plan  that  covers  all  residents  of 
the  state,  allowing  them  to  choose 
their  own  doctors  and  hospitals. 

SB  810  works  by  pooling  together 
the  money  that  government  employ- 
ers and  individuals  spend  on  health 
careeach  year  and  using  that  money 
more  efficiently  to  ensure  tiiat  95% 
of  every  health  care  dollar  is  devoted 
to  actual  health  care,  rather  than  clini- 
cal and  administrative  waste,  Califor- 
nians  uoll  spend  about  $200  billion 
this  year  on  health  care,  but  more  than 
30  percent  of  our  health  care  budget 
is  wasted  on  the  administrative  bu- 
reaucracy -  the  result  of  having  thou- 
sands of  different  health  care  plans. 
We  already  spend  more  than  enough 
money  to  care  for  our  entire  popula- 
tion, and  yet  we  have  millions  of 
people  who  remain  uninsured-  Nu- 
merous studies  have  shown  that  a 
single-payer,  universal  health  care 
system  not  only  cuts  costs  in  the  first 
year,  but  it  also  contains  the  growth 
of  health  care  spending  over  tiie  long 
term. 

You  may  hear  some  antagonists 
argue  that  we  can  not  afford  single- 
payer,  universal  health  care  because 
of  our  ongoing  state  budget  crisis.  On 
the  contrary,  we  can  not  continue  to 
ignore  the  cost  savingsa  single-payer 
heal  th  care  plan  will  provide  our  state 
and  its  residents.  That  is  why  cities. 


rounties,  school  districts,  health  care 
providers  and  others  have  joined  the 
hundrcdsoforganizations  that  sup- 
port single-payer,  universal  healtli 
care.  The  State  of  California,  kxal 
agencies  and  businesses  spend  a 
large  percent  of  payroll  dollars  on 
health  care  costs,  which  continue  to 
grow  three  times  faster  than  wages 
each  year  Stabilizing  crushing 
health  care  costs  not  only  makes 
sense,  but  is  critical  in  helping  us  ad- 
dress our  fiscal  challenges. 

SB  810  provides  immediate  re- 
lief to  California  businesses  that 
are  struggling  to  pay  for  their  em- 
ployee health  benefits,  saving 
them  them  millions  of  dollars  in 
the  first  year  alone.  Such  a  policy 
will  inevitably  bring  new  business 
to  the  state  since  health  care  costs 
in  California  would  be  signifi- 
cantly lower  than  in  other  states 
and  more  competitive  with  other 
industrial  nations 

Califomians  want  and  deserve  the 
stateof-the-art  modem  universal 
health  care  system  that  is  envisioned 
in  SB  810. 1  hope  you  will  join  me  in 
supporting  reform  at  the  state  level. 
Califomia  needs  this  bill,  Califor- 
nians  support  it,  and  we  will  not 
stop  until  we  achieve  it 

To  learn  more  about  the  Califor- 
nia Universal  HealthCare  Act,  visit 
our  website,  www.senate.ca.gov/ 
leno  or  California  OneCare  at 
www.  califomiaonecareorg. 
Senator  Mark  Leno  represents  ttw  Third 
Senate  Distnct  of  California  wtiich  includes 
portions  of  San  Franasco  and  Sonoma 
Counties  and  all  of  Mann  County  He  can 
be  reached  wa  the  web  at  www  sen  ca  gov/ 
Leno,  t)y  phone  in  the  San  Franasco  Ois- 
tnct  Office  at  4 1 5-557- 1 300  or  San  Rafael 
Distnct  Offioe  at41S479^12,  orbye^nail, 
Senator  Leno@  senate  ca  gov 


Federal  Funds  Will  Speed  Qeanup  at  Hunters  Point  Shipyard 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  an- 
nounced Jan.  21  that  $92  million 
has  been  secured  for  the  cleanup 
ot  the  Hunters  Point  Shipyard  in 
the  upcoming  Fiscal  Year- 
Mayor  Newsom,  together  with 
significant  leadership  frorn 
Speaker  Nancy  Pefosi  and  Sena- 
tor Dianne  Feinstein,  has  worked 
aggressively  to  get  the  federal 
government  to  fulfill  its  long-over- 
due obligation  to  adequately  fund 
the  cleanup  of  the  shipyard. 

Between  Fiscal  Years  1991 
through  2010,  a  total  of  $714.2  mil- 
lion has  been  appropriated  by 
Congress  tor  the  United  States 
Navy's  clean-up  operations  at 
Hunter's  Point  Naval  Shipyard, 

"This  is  a  significant  achieve- 
ment for  the  entire  City  and  in  par- 
ticular the  Bayview-Hunters  Point 
community  and  will  bring  new 
life  and  opportunity  to  one  of  our 
most  at-risk  neighborhoods,"  said 
Mayor  Newsom.  "These  funds 
will  allow  the  City  to  continue  to 
move  forward  with  plans  to  trans- 
form the  long  abandoned  ship-, 
yard  from  an  environmental 
blight  into  a  job-producing  eco- 
nomic engine  for  all  of  San  Fran- 
cisco." 

"  These  additional  funds  will  al- 
low the  Navy  to  stay  on  track  to 
complete  cleanup  and  transfer  of 
the  vast  majority  of  the  remaining 
parcels  by  2013,  including  all  of 
the  areas  necessary  for  the  City's 
extensive  redevelopment  plans  to 
proceed,"  said  Speaker  Nancy 
Peiosi.  "As  a  result,  plans  for  new 
'clean  and  green'  businesses  and 
industry  can  move  forward,  cre- 
ating fobs  and  economic  opportu- 
nity for  the  Bayview  community 
and  putting  the  Bay  Area  in  the 
forefront  of  the  emerging  green 
economy" 

The  cleanup  of  the  Hunters 
Point  Shipyard  is  anticipated  to 
generate  on  average  1,500  con- 
struction jobs  per  year  for  the  ex- 
pected 16  year  life  of  the  develop- 
ment acrossa  wide  range  of  build- 
ing trades. 

The  project  will  also  create  ap- 
proximately 10,700  permanent 
jobs  across  an  equally  wide  range 
of  income  and  skill  levels,  includ- 
ing retail  and  sales,  building  and 
open  space  maintenance  and 


management,  and  in  commercial, 
office,  light  industrial  and  research 
and  development  jobs. 

The  environmental  restoration 
that  will  be  achieved  through  the 
Navy's  clean-up  work  allows  the 
.city  to  advance  the  transformation 
of  the  shuttered  base  into  an  eco- 
nomic engine. 

Over  it's  expected  15-20  year 
build  out,  the  Project  will  include 
up  t6l 0,500  residential  units,  about 
32  percent  of  which  will  be  offered 
at  below  market  affordable  rates; 
approximately  336  acres  of  new 
and  improved  public  parks,  open 
spaces  and  water  front  trails  and 
plazas,  885,000  square  feet  of  re- 


gional and  neighborhood  serving 
retail  space;  255,000  square  feet  of 
new  and  renovated  replacement 
space  for  the  Shipyard  artists,  in- 
cludinga  new  "Arts  District"  sup- 
porting the  vibrant  artist  commu- 
nity; 2.6  million  squ.ire  feet  of 
commercial  liglit  iiiduslruil,  re- 
search and  development  and  of- 
fice space,  including  a  new 
United  Nations  Global  Compact 
Global  Warming  and  Technology 
Center;  and  improved  land  and 
supporting  infrastructure  for  a 
new  football  stadium  for  the  San 
Francisco  49er5,  including  neces- 
sary parking  areas  and  transpor- 
tation improvements. 


Universal  Paragon  Corporation  invites  you  to: 
Workshop  1  -  Open  House 
February  20  and  21, 2010 
for  the 

Visitadon  Valley  Transit-Oriented  Development 
Open  Space  &  Streetscape  Master  Plan 
+  Phase  1  Master  Plan 

Please  join  us  and  share  your  thoughts  for  the 
design  of  public  spaces  at  the  former  Schlage 
factory  site.  The  workshop  will  be  held  as  an 
"Open  House/'  so  you  are  welcome  to  attend  at 
any  time  of  the  day,  and  stay  for  as  long  as  you 

wish.  The  design  team  will  be  available  to 
describe  some  of  the  project  site's  characteristics 
&  past  planning  processes,  discuss  its  potential, 

and  collect  your  input  and  ideas  for  the 
development  of  the  Open  Space  and  Streetscape 
Master  Plan  and  the  Phase  1  Master  Plan. 

Workshop  1  ■  Open  House 
Saturday  Feb  20, 11  a.m.  to  S.p.m. 
Sunday  Feb  21, 1p.m.  to  5  p.m. 
(Wrap-Up  Presentation  at  5-5:30  p.m.) 
Visitacion  Valley  Elementary  School  -  Auditorium 
55  Schwerin  Street  at  Letand  Avenue 
Refreshments  and  snacks  will  be  provided! 
Please  visit  www.renewvisvalley.com  for  more  information. 


Open  House  for 

District  10  Board  of  Supervisors 

Candidate  Steve  Moss 


Sunday,  February.  28.  1  to  4  p.m. 
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MossForDistrictlO.com 


{t^J^A  Steve  Moss 


MosiForDisiiictlO.foin 


Steve  Moss:  Qualified  Leadership  for  the  Community 
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California  Gas  Prices  Climb  As  Temperatures  Drop 


Everything  from  bitter  cold 
weatlier  to  rumors  of  an  eco- 
nomic recovery  are  playing  a 
role  in  rising  gas  prices  through- 
out the  country.  According  to  the 
latest  report  from  AAA  North- 
ern California,  average  gas 
prices  in  most  metro  areas  across 
the  northern  part  of  the  state 
have  already  surpassed  the  $3  a 
gallon  mark. 

In  all  but  three  metro  areas 
where  AAA  tracks  gas  prices 
there  has  been  a  double  digit  in- 
crease in  the  average  price  com- 
pared to  AAA's  last  survey  on  De- 
cember 8.  All  but  four  of  those 
metro  areas  have  an  average  price 


above  $3.00  for  regular  unleaded, 
the  octane  used  as  a  benchmark 
for  price  comparison. 

"Cold  weather  over  much  of 
the  country  has  helped  to  in- 
crease the  price  at  the  pump.  As 
the  cost  of  heating  oil  rises,  gaso- 
line prices  are  following  close 
behind,"  said  AAA  Northern 
California  spokesperson  Matt 
Skryja.  "Also,  optimism  about 
the  potential  for  economic  recov- 
ery over  the  past  few  days  has 
certainly  played  a  role  in  the  ris- 
ing gas  prices,  as  investors  an- 
ticipate additional  demand." 

California's  average  gas  price 
was  the  third  highest  among  all 


SO  states  according  to  the  jan.  12 
report  from  AAA,  which  tracks 
gasoline  prices  as  a  service  to 
consumers.  The  Golden  State's 
average  for  a  gallon  of  regular 
unleaded  gasoline  was  $3.06,  up 
1 5  cents  since  the  last  report.  For 
perspective,  that's  $1.06  more 
than  California's  average  price 
on  this  date  last  year,  when  it 
was  $2.. 

Northern  California  gas  prices 
averaged  $3.05,  up  1 7  cents  from 
December.  In  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  Area,  motorists  paid  an  av- 
erage price  of  $3.13,  a  14  cent 
drop.  'The  national  average  price 
of  $2.75  was  up  byl2  cents. 


which  IS  96  cents  more  than  the 
national  price  last  year,  when  it 
was  $1.79. 

There  appear  to  be  several  fac- 
tors in  play  that  are  causing  oil 
and  gas  prices  to  rise.  Cold 
weather  has  convinced  some  in- 
vestors that  heating  oil  demand 
will  continue  to  spike  and  that 
oil  and  gas  prices  will  follow. 
That  trend  could  be  tempered  as 
temperatures  warm.  Addition- 
ally, a  weak  dollar  is  spurring  in- 
vestors to  buy  more  oil,  which  is 
helping  to  drive  up  the  price. 
Optimistic  manufacturing  data 
from  China  and  the  United 
States  is  also  encouraging  news 
for  investors,  who  look  at  in- 
creases in  manufacturing  as  an 


indication  that  there  is  increas- 
ing demand  for  oil  and  gasoline. 

The  least  expensive  average 
price  in  Northern  California  was 
found  in  Ukiah  where  unleaded 
was  $2  ,97.  Of  all  the  metro  areas 
in  Northern  California  where 
gas  prices  are  tracked  by  AAA, 
Tahoe  City  had  the  highest  av- 
erage price  at  $3.30,  which  was 
also  the  highest  price  in  the 
lower  48  states. 

The  least  expensive  gasoline  in 
the  country  was  found  in  Casper 
and  Cheyenne,  Wyoming  where 
the  average  price  of  gas  was 
$2.39,  Wailuku,  Hawaii,  holds 
the  dubious  crown  for  the  high- 
est average  price  in  the  nation, 
at  $3.73  per  gallon. 
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Visitacion  Valloy  History  Project 

In/Hcth/  far^hall 

Rainy  School  Days  in  the  Old  Valley 

Before  the  building  boom  that  tollowed  the  1940s,  Visitacion 
Valley  had  more  vacant  land  than  residences.  On  rainy  days  we 
walked  down  the  hill  from  Wilde  Avenue  to  school  swathed  in 
slickers  or  hooded  raincoats  (mine  was  plaid)  with  galoshes  pulled 
over  our  shoes.  1  hated  the  galoshes,  they  were  hard  to  pull  on 
and  invariably  pulled  my  shoes  ott  too  when  1  removed  them. 

My  older  brother  and  I  usually  walked  with  tlie  two  kids  who 
lived  next  door.  At  the  time  of  this  little  story  Gloria  Bischoff 
was  12.  Her  brother  Carl  and  my  brother  were  10,  I  was  a  mere 
squat  of  7.  This  morning  was  clear  after  a  night  of  heavy  rain, 
and  the  sidewalks  were  still  wet.  More  to  the  point,  do/ens  of 
snails  were  also  out,  seeking  relief  from  the  soaked,  muddy  soil 
of  all  the  vacant  lots. 

As  we  walked  along,  Carl  smashed  snails  with  a  "Take  that!"  for 
each  victim.  Gloria  scolded  him  for  being  so  cruel  but  he  kept  it 
up.  "They  eat  my  mother's  garden,"  was  his  response, 

Gloria  continued  to  nag  him,  pointing  out  that  these  snails  were 
nowhere  near  their  mother's  garden,  until  Carl  finally  picked 
up  one  of  the  biggest  snails  he  could  find,  yelled  "Here,  if  you 
like  them  so  much  take  this  one!"  and  smashed  it  down  on  the 
top  of  her  bare  head.  She  went  screaming  back  up  the  hill  to 
home,  Carl  continued  his  murderous  crusade,  and  my  brother 
and  I  were  quietly  awestruck  by  his  terrible  crime. 

Later  we  learned  that  Carl  was  kept  in  after  school  for  a  few  days 
as  punishment.  That  was  one  memorable  rainy  day 

Rainy  days  during  (he  school  year  had  their  good  and  bad  points. 
We  couldn't  go  outside  for  recess,  and  were  seated  in  the  school 
auditorium  to  eat  our  lunches.  (The  school  cafeteria  hadn't  been 
built  yet.)  Naturally  there  was  a  lot  of  restless  fidgeting  and 
continual  remmders  to  lower  our  voices  during  the  30-minute 
lunchtime.  The  good  point  was  that  we  were  let  go  early  to  make 
up  for  the  lost  playtime.  I'm  sure  our  teachers  must  have  breathed 
sighs  of  relief  at  our  departure.  And  we  were  happy  with  the 
early  release  and  the  prospect  of  some  serious  puddle  jumping 
on  the  way  back  home. 


Muddy  Olden  Days 

t  tldt-r  tolk>  wiu)  pro\  ided  their  oral  histories  mentioned  how  muddy 
the  roads  were  in  the  days  before  paving  was  laid  on  all  the  streets. 
During  the  wet  season,  delivery  wagons  from  the  Valley  went  along 
San  Bruno  Avenue  up  the  hill  to  Harknessand  then  to  hillside  homes. 
Rutland  Street  was  a  mud  slide. 

Here's  a  quote  from  retired  barber  Al  Cinti.  He  was  asked  if  the 
roads  were  paved  when  he  came  here  as  a  boy 

"Yes,  up  there  on  Teddy  tliey  were.  When  I  first  came  here,  Leland 
wasn't  all  the  way  paved,  just  up  to  Rutland,  and  they  had  wooden  side- 
walks. Mr.  Rossi  was  here  on  Leland  (the  pharmacy)  and  the  water  pump 
company  was  down  the  street,  and  the  hotel  and  bar  on  the  comer." 


Rutland  Street  looking  north  near 
Leland  Avenue  m  1916  presented  a 
striking  contrast  to  the  Visitacion 
Valley  neighborhood  of  today. 

y  s 

Do  you  have  a  memory  to 
share  ^  We 'd  love  to  hear  from 
you.  bparshal@flash.net  or 
mail  your  story  to  Visitaoon 
Valley  History  Project  c/o 
B..Parshall,  386  Wilde  Ave., 
S.F.  94134 


At)out  Apt  in  Visitacion  Vallcij 
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The  Art  of  Stained  Glass 

by  Betty  Parsimii 

Tlie  stained  glass  window  centered  on  St.  James  Presbyterian  Church 
depicts  the  Sower  from  one  of  Jesus'  parables  in  which  he  likened  his 
preaching  to  a  man  sowing  seeds.  Like  seed  sown  on  rocky  ground 
and  failing  to  take  root,  some  people  received  his  words  with  joy  but 
quickly  forgot  them  as  they  had  "no  root  in  themselves."  Seeds  sown 
among  thoms  failed  as  fiis  words  failed  to  reach  those  who  were  tcK> 
immersed  in  the  cares  and  riches  of  the  world.  "As  for  what  was  sown 
on  good  soil,  this  is  he  who  hears  the  word  and  understands;  he  indeed 
bears  fmiL"  (Matthew  13:18-23) 

The  church  at  240  Leland  Avenue  wascompleted  in  1923.  Theorigjnal 
desigii  plan  depicts  a  large  generic  window  but  there  are  no  follow- 
up  deUiiled  drawings  for  it.  We  don't  know  any  details,  but  the  story 
tliat  was  passed  along  orally  was  tliat  the  stained  glass  in  the  church, 
including  "The  Sower"  was  liberated  h-om  a  deserted  church  in  a  ghost 
town  somewhere  in  Nevada. 

"Campbell  Glass  and  Paint  Company"  can  be  seen  in  the  lower  right- 
hand  comer  of  the  window.  We  are  gratehil  to  the  Kansas  City  Main 
Library  for  the  following  information.  This  company  had  its  inception 
in  1879  under  the  firm  name  of  Campbell  and  Cutler,  and  was 
reorgaruzed  by  Charles  Campbell  who  founded  the  original  business. 
It  wasbignewsin  1915  when  thecompany  moved  into  its  new  seven- 
story  Campbell  Building  in  KansasGt)'  at  Sixteenth  and  Walnut  streets. 
In  1916Campbell  acquired  tlie  Piatt &Thomburgh  Paint  Company  of 
St.  Louis,  and  this  expansion  made  Kansas  City  "one  of  tlie  first  four 
dties  in  paint  manufacturing  in  tlie  country."  Later  still  the  Campbell 
Company  was  acquired  by  Glidden  Class  and  Paint  Company  In  the 
three  lengtliy  articles  about  the  company,  there  is  no  mention  of  stained 
or  any  other  kind  of  glass. 

But  also  supplied  by  the  KansasCity  library  is  the  obituary  for  Thomas 
J,  B,  Pain,  who  died  on  March  1, 1936.  Bom  in  Uindon  on(>:tober28, 
1S49,  as  a  boy  he  ran  errands  tor  Charles  Dickeas  and  once  watched 
Guslave  l.)ore  d  rawing  caricatu  res  of  Queen  Victoria  while  Dore  was 
getting  dmttk  in  a  1  xindon  pub.  Pain  emigrated  to  Canada  when  he 
was  18  years  old  and  moved  to  Kansas  City  in  1 869, 

He  worked  at  Camplvll  Glass  and  Paint  Company  for  over  forty 
years,  where  he  served  as  executive  and  as  a  designer  of  glass.  After 
retiring  in  1926  he  ajntinued  his  avtK.ition  of  painting  watercolors 
and  had  paintings  of  every  Episcopal  cluirch  in  KansasCity,  He  served 
as  senior  warden  at  St.Mary's  Kpiscx)pal  Churdi,  and  he  designed  thai 
church's  windows.  Perhaps  he  also  designed  the  beautiful  window  of 
our  own  St.  James  Qiurch. 


Legislation  Introduced  to  Limit  Tobacco  Sales  Near  Schools 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  on  Jan.  26 
introduced  legislation  at  tlie  Board 
of  Supervisors  that  prohibits  the 
issuance  of  new  tobacco  sales  per- 
mits for  businesses  located  within 
1,000  teet  of  public  and  private 
schools  in  San  Francisco. 

"The  research  clearly  shows  kids 
start  smoking  and  smoke  more  fre- 
quently when  cigarette  retailers  are 
near  schools,"  said  Mayor  Newsom. 
"About  a  third  of  the  students  in 
Calilornia  purchase  their  tobacco 
within  1,000  teet  ot  their  schools,  st) 
we're  looking  to  restrict  this  access 
in  order  to  prevent  children  from 
smoking." 

No  permits  to  sell  tobacco  would 
Ix?  revoked  as  a  consecjuence  of  this 
legislation,  and  retailers  outside  of 
the  I,(X)0  fTOt  zone  are  imaffeded. 


I'ermits  would  remain  transferable 
to  immediate  family  members,  re- 
gardless of  proximity  to  schools. 

"I  support  the  City's  efforts  to 
make  it  harder  to  buy  cigarettes," 
said  Superintendent  Carlos 
Garcia.  "The  closer  tobacco  is  to 
our  schools,  the  more  likely  it  is 
our  students  will  buy  it.  We've 
made  good  progress  educating 
our  students  and  steering  them 
away  from  smoking,  and  this  leg- 
islation will  help  us  push  this  im- 
portant goal  forward." 

According  to  theCity  Attorney's 
Office,  in  San  I  rancisct),  34.6  per- 
cent of  youtli  say  it  is  "easy"  to 
purchase  tobacco  in  their  commu- 
nities and  the  San  Francisco  To- 
bacco Free  Project  notes  that  8  out 
of  1 0  smokers  start  smoking  by  the 

How  to  Earn  a  Higher  Interest  with  a  Checking  Account 


age  ot  18.  In  addition,  the  costs  of 
these  smoking  habits  are  real:  In 
1999,  the  California  Department 
of  Health  Services  found  that  the 
economic  costs  of  smoking  in  Cali- 
fornia were  approximately  $475 
per  resident  or  $3,331  per  smoker, 
for  a  total  of  nearly  $15.8  billion  in 
smoking- related  costs  (1999  dol- 
lars). Fhose  same  costs  in  2008  in- 
creased to  $614  per  resident  or 
$4,310  per  smoker  for  a  total  of 
nearly  $20.4  billion  dollars. 

"Tliis  targeted  approach  tt)  pre- 
venting San  Francisco's  children 
from  picking  up  this  dangerous 
habit  is  good  policy,  both  trom  a 
public  health  and  an  cvononiic  per- 
spective," said  Dr.  Mitch  Kat/,  the 
L^irector  of  the  San  Francisco  De- 
partment of  I'ublic  Health, 


/>!/  ]asou  Alderman 

Peoplestash  their  money  in  safe  ha- 
vens such  as  savings  accoun  ts.  Trea- 
sury Bills  and  Certificates  of  I^posit 
for  a  variety  of  reasons.  It  could  be 
fear  of  losing  money  in  the  stock 
market,  the  security  of  knowing  their 
depositsaregovemment-insurvd  or, 
with  bank  accounts  at  least,  being 
able  to  quickly  withdraw  funds 
when  needs  arise. 

In  return  for  that  convenience  and 
security,  however,  interest  eamed  usu- 
ally doesn't  keep  pace  with  inflation. 

When  the  economy  was  cooking 
a  few  years  ago,  5  percent  interest 
ratesand  higher  on  long-term  CDs 
were  not  uncommon  But  when  the 
recession  hit  and  the  inflahon  rate 
began  dropping,  so  did  interest 
rates.  These  days,  tradihonal  sav- 
ings accounts  commonly  earn  just 
a  fraction  of  I  percent  interest, 
while  many  CDs  and  T-Bills  aren't 
much  better. 

So  how  con  you  earn  more  interest 
on  insuied  saving  tliesedays?  Would 
you  believe  a  checking  account? 

Although  checking  accounts  usu- 
ally earn  little  or  no  interest,  in  tlie 
past  few  yearsa  product  called  high- 
yield  reward  checking  has  gained  in 
popularity.  These  acamnts  often  pay 
much  hi^erinterest  rates  than  regu- 
lar diecking  or  savings  accounts  -  or 
even  long-temi  CDs  in  tlie  current 
market 

In  addition  to  paying  higher  inter- 
est, financial  institutions  offering 
tliese  atxounts  t^'pically  will  rx'fund 
each  month  a  certain  anniunt  m 
transaction  tees  charged  by  other 
banks  for  using  their  AI  Ms,  For 
smaller  institutions,  tliis  helps  make 


up  for  not  having  their  own  exten- 
sive ATM  nehvork. 

I  lowever,  high-yield  checking  ac- 
counts usually  come  with  restric- 
tions that  may  include: 

*A  minimum  number  (usually  10- 
15)  of  monthly  debitcard  purchases, 

'Direct  deposit  (like  a  paycheck) 
and/or  automatic  debit  transactions 
(e.g.,  monthly  gym  membership 
dues). 

*Iss"uingelectTonic  statements  only. 

Tliere  may  be  a  cap  on  account  bal- 
ances eligible  for  the  high  yield 
(commonly  $25,000  or  less);  over 
that  cap,  the  n?st  may  eam  a  much 
lower  rate, 

"Accounts  may  be  limited  to  ItKal 
customers  only,  although  many  are 
available  nationally. 

If  you  don't  meet  all  requirements 
during  a  particular  month,  the  in- 


terest rate  paid  for  that  month  could 
drop  substantially,  but  typically  will 
bounces  back  once  you  again  meet 
all  conditions. 

Keep  in  mind  a  few  other  factoni 
when  considering  a  high-yield 
checking  acaiunt: 

"Interest  rates  are  variable,  so  watcli 
for  notification  of  changes. 

*Compare  any  fees  side  by  side  with 
those  charged  on  your  current  ac- 
count. 

'Vigilantly  track  your  balance  toen- 
sure  it  covers  all  debit  card  transac- 
tions; otlierwise,  overdraft  charges 
could  erase  any  interest  earnings. 

*Make  sure  the  bank  is  a  memt>er 
of  the  Federal  Deposit  Insurance 
Corporation  so  that  up  to  $250,0(X) 
per  depositor,  per  institution  will  be 
insured.  Search  "Bank  Find"  at 
www.fdic.gov 


Visitacion  Valley's 
Neighborhood  Newspaper 
"The  Grapevine"  Mail  Delivery 

12  Issues  for  $10 

more  iiiforiiiutioii  (ioiiluel 
The  Gru|ieviiie  Siilisfri|ilioii  De|iarlineiil 

Phone  (415)  467-0236 
Kinuil  alieiii!»r<i^^h(-»h>hul.net 
Eihlie  Wo  The  <>rii|M-viiie 

l»0  BOX  31187 
SFCA  94i:U 

Makes  check  or  Money  Onh'r  payahh'  lo 
V.V.C.C.  /  Grapevine 


VISfTAOON  VALLEY  GRAPEVINE  -  FEBRUARY  2010-5 


...from  the  desk  of  the  VVBOOM  newsroom 


by  Nick  Wolff 

Your  Neighborhood  Pharmacy 

When  it  comes  to  commercial  in- 
stitutions in  Visifacion  Valley,  none 
IS  more  storied  than  ttie  Visitacion 
Valley  Pharmacy  at  1 00  Leiand  Av- 
enue With  dov^ntown  Visitacion 
Valley  undergoing  tremendous 
changes  via  the  Leiand  Avenue 
Streetscape  Improvement  Project, 
construction  of  a  nevi/  branch  li- 


brary,  and  the  redevelopment  of  the 
old  Schlage  Lock  site,  it  ts  fascinating 
to  step  back  and  examine  how  much 
the  community  has  changed  As  the 
Visitacion  Valley  History  Project 
{VVHP}  reveals,  the  storefront  has 
seen  it  all  in  the  past  150  years  The 
following  excerpt  is  taken  from  San 
Francisco's  Visitacion  Valley  (Images 
of  America  Series)  book,  available  lo- 
cally at  Joe  Leiand  Coffee  Shop,  28 
Leiand  Avenue  for  the  v^finter  bargain 
price  of  $15  00 

"In  the  mid-1860s  the  Rossi  family 
settled  in  Visitacion  Valley  and  estab- 
lished large  vegetable  gardens  which 
they  worked  by  hand  Virginio  Rossi 
went  on  to  own  the  Visitacion  Valley 
Pharmacy  on  Leiand  Avenue  until 
1970,  when  his  daughter  took  over 
Oral  histonan  Mary  Leotta  Schwartz 
recalled  that  when  she  was  a  young 
girl  the  "library"  was  a  single  shelf  unit 
about  three  feet  wide  and  five  or  six 
shelves  high,  located  in  Jennings' 
store  at  Leiand  and  Alpha,  which  later 
was  Rossi's  pharmacy  "There  were 
no  cards  or  due  dates,"  she  remem- 
bered "People  simply  borrowed 
books  and  returned  them  to  the  shelf, " 


Edie  Epps  remembers  going  to  the 
pharmacy  with  her  mother  when  she 
was  a  little  girl  'The  mezzanine  above 
the  store  was  hung  with  old  photos  of 
Visitacion  Valley  and  some  deer  and 
elk  heads  Behind  the  counter  was  a 
line  of  big  jars  filled  with  candy,  root 
beer  barrels,  horehound  drops,  hot 
cinnamon  drops  and  others  and  it  was 
a  great  treat  to  pick  out  twenty-five 
cents'  worth " 

Today,  Pharmacist  Oliver  Lee  and  his 
friendly,  knowledgeable  staff  are  dedi- 
cated to  treating  all  customers  as  fam 
ily  Aside  from  filling  vital  prescriptions 
the  Visitacion  Valley  Pharmacy  offers 
an  array  of  household  health  and 
beauty  products  including,  vitamins, 
cosmetics,  cough  and  cold  medicine, 
band  aids  and  cough  drops  just  to 
name  a  few  They  also  have  a  large 
selection  of  greeting  cards,  stationery 
and  they  sell  monthly  SF  Mum 
Monthly  passes  Drop  by,  say  hello 
and  of  course,  shop  local 
Birthday  Wishes  Are  in  Order 

Casa  Lopez,  the  fruit  and  produce 
market  at  58  Leiand  Avenue  cel- 
ebrated their  fifth  Anniversary  on  Fri- 
day January  1,  2010  To  show  their 
appreciation  for  the  community's 
support,  they  served  up  free  hot  dogs 
and  hamburgers  for  all  downtown 
Visitacion  Valley  shoppers  from  12 
noon  to  3  p  m  In  2005.  Casa  Lopez 
was  selected  as  an  honorable  men- 
tion for  the  inaugural  San  Francisco 
Neighborhood  Business  Award  spon- 
sored by  the  Examiner  and  Urban 
Solutions  Five  years  later,  Casa 
Lopez  continues  to  provide  neighbor- 
hood residents  access  to  organic 
produce  and  fresh  meats  in  a  warm, 
festive  shopping  environment  Casa 
Lopez  remains  a  family-owned  busi- 
ness operated  by  Trinidad  and 
Refugio  Lopez  Remember,  local 
merchants  are  here  to  support  the 
community  Make  it  a  point  to  shop 
downtown  Visitation  Valley  in  2010. 


SAFE  -  Lunar  New  Year 

The  13th  Annual  Lunar  New  Year 
public  safety  press  conference  will 
kick  off  the  201 0-Year  of  the  Tiger  cel- 
ebrations on  Tuesday,  February  9th 
at  1  30  p  m  in  downtown  Visitacion 
Valley  on  Leiand  Avenue  With  a  pre- 
cise location  still  to  be  determined,  the 
event  is  being  hosted  by  San  Fran- 
cisco Safely  Awareness  for  Everyone 
(SF  SAFE)  in  collaboration  with  San 
Francisco  Chief  of  Police  George 


Gascon,  along  with  Captain  David 
Lazar  (Ingleside)  and  Captain  Greg 
Sut^(Bayview)  The  grovirth  of  the 
Leiand  Avenue  Merchant  Watch 
Group  coupled  with  increased  con- 
cern for  safety  on  neighborhood  bus 
lines  has  landed  the  annual  press 
conference  in  Visitacion  Valley 
Thanks  to  strong  partnerships  with 
SF  SAFE  and  SFPD.  this  year's 
press  conference  will  focus  on  street 
crime  prevention  Muni  safety. 


Child  Care  Center  in  Your  Neighborhood 


Serving  the  Needs  of  Children  2  to  5  Years 
Breakfast,  Lunch  and  Snacks  Served  Daily 

Potty  Training 
Quality  Teachers  with  Years  of  Experience 


Applications  Are  Now  Being  Accepted! 

Come  and  Hear  About  the  Exciting 
Learning  Opportunities  for  Your  Child! 

1st  Place  to  Start 
1252  Sunnydale  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  333-2659 

For  IVIore  Information,  Please  Contact 
Sandra  Davis,  Executive  Director  at  (415)  333-2659 
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Joe  Leiand 


around  the 
neighborhood 

'Visitadon  Valley  Ukulele  Qub:  Now  fontiiiag  m  VisiLition  V.ilk-s' 
and  open  to  all  levels,  ages,  and  nationalities.  Ihis  is  a  gnat  op|.iortiinity 
to  meet  othen.  in  community  and  make  beautiful  music  togetlier.  llie 
fin>t  gathering  will  be  on  Saturday  February  20, 2010  at  the  Visitacion 
Valley  Communit)'  Center  66  I^ymond  Ave  SF,  CA  94134.  Spnead  tlie 
news!  Please  contact  NeoVeaveaat413-319-6334ornveavea(">'ahotmim 
or  Anne  Seoman  41^467-8721  tor  more  information, 

*UkuIeIc  From  Wikipedia.oom:  Iho  ukulele  is  commonly  associated 
with  music  hum  Hawai'i  where  the  name  roughly  translates  as  "jumping 
flea"  due  to  tlie  action  of  one's  fingers  pla)'ing  the  ukulele  nesembling  a 
"jumping  flea"-  Aawding  to  Queen  Lili'uokalani,  the  last  Hawaiian 
monardv  tlie  name  means  "tlie  gift  thatcamehere",  horn  the  Hawaiian 
words  uku  {gift  or  reward)  and  lele  (to  come).  Developcxi  in  the  1880s, 
the  ukulele  is  based  on  a  small  guitar-like  instrument,  tlie  machete 
introduced  to  the  1  la  waiian  Islands  by  Macaronesian  (Portuguese  and 
Spanish)  immigrants. 

*Chuiches,  Synagogue,  Temples:  Tlie  re-imagining  of  Sunnydale  and 
the  redevelopment  of  tlie  former  Schlage  Lock  site  continues  to  mo\'e 
forward.  At  last  count  the  number  of  new  homes  from  these 
developments  stands  at  nearly  2,S00.  New  parks  and  open  space 
gatiiering  plaa^sare  part  of  the  planning  dialogue,  but  what  about  houses 
of  worship?  Historically  neigliborhoods,  towns,  and  cities  nucleated 
around  dvic  buildings  and  houses  of  worship.  Surely  all  the  future  new 
residents  of  Visitadon  Valley  will  not  be  godless. 

"Shotspotter  in  Sunndale?:  Hie  gunfire  location  system  may  be  on  its 
way  to  Sunnydale  in  the  very  near  future.  Shofipotter  has  already  been 
deployed  in  tlie  Bayview  Hunters  Point  Aita  and  can  rapidly  pinpoint 
the  origin  of  gunfire  to  uitliin  25  meters.  Alerts  will  be  automatically 
forwarded  to  tiie  local  police  station  and  officers  deployed  according, 

*Streel  Life:  Meet  the  Artists;  Join  the  San  Frandsai  Arts  Commission 
and  the  artist  team  REBAR  to  learn  more  about  the  new  sculpture  tliat 
will  be  located  at  thecomerof  Leland  Avenue  and  Bayshore  Boulevard. 
WHEN:  Monday  February  8, 2010, 6:30  -  7:30  p.m.WHERE:  Joe  Leland 
(coffee  shop),  28  Leland  Avenue,  the  artist  team  REBAR's  designed  tlie 
new  public  art  project  that  will  be  installed  as  part  of  the  Leland  Avenue 
Streetscape  Improvement  Project.  Schcxiuled  for  completion  by  early 
summer  2010,  Street  life  is  a  playful  sculpture  made  fi-om  rec>'cled 
parking  meter  heads  attached  to  18-foot  arching,  steel  poles.  The  cluster 
of  paring  meters  was  designed  (o  appear  as  if  it  had  grown  to  a 
whimsically  tall  heiglit  and  is  intended  to  remind  the  viewer  of  swaying 
grain  or  other  organic  forms.  For  more  information  about  tlie  Leland 
Avenue  public  art  project  contact  Mar}'  Chou  at  mary.diou("sfgovorg 
or  at  415/252-32LS.  For  more  information  about  REBAR,  visit 
wwwrebargroup.org. 

■^uote  of  the  Month:  Tell  me  and  IH  forget;  show  me  and  I  may 
r^ember,  involve  me  and  I'll  understand.  -Qiinese  proverb 

•Bonus  Quote  of  the  Month;  A  leader  must  have  the  courage  to  act 
against  an  experfsadvice.  -James  Callaghan 


Recology,  the  new  name  for  garbage  collection  and  recycling  processing 
posted  this  new  sign  recently-  Will  they  still  be  good  neighbors^ 


Americans  Weigh  In  on  Hot-Button  Topics  f  BqqJ^  Review 


Church 
of  the 
Visitacion  ^TiSlijlS 

Roman  Catholic  (1907) 

Over  a  Century  in  Visitacion  Valley 

Daily  Masses:  (Mon-Fh  except  Wed)  8  a.m. 
and  Wednesday  only  at  5:30  p.m. 

Saturday  Masses:  7:30  a.m.  and  4  p.m. 

Sunday  Masses:  8  and  9:30  a.m. 
(11  a.m.  Spanish)  12:30  and  4  p.m. 

Our  Lady  of  Visrtacion  School:  Grades  K-8  239-7840. 
Religious  Education:  Grades  K-8  (Saturday  only)  595-1670 

Come,  Let  us  worship  together! 

655  Sunnydale  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134-2838 
(415)  494-5517,  Fax  494-5513 

Rev.  Rafael  de  Avila  y  Romero,  Administrator  Pro  Tem 
Rev.  Thuan  V.  Hoang,  Parochial  Vicar 


What  keeps  Americans  upatniglit 
and  what  do  tliey  feel  tliey  tan  do 
ahout  it? 

You  may  ho  surpriM'd  at  the  an- 
swers from  multiple  polls  taken  by 
I'arade  magazine,  which  asked 
readers  their  opinions  on  various 
hot-button  topics. 
Talking  Terror  Rating 

For  example,  a  surprising  number 
of  Americans  (76  percent)  felt  tlie 
nation's  terror  alert  system  did  not 
make  tliem  feel  safer.  Ihose  in  favor 
of  tlie  system  weighed  in  at  24  per- 
ct?nt,citingalackof  incidents  sinc^its 
inception.  Tlie  poll  was  taken  in  re- 
sponse to  a  magazine  article  explor- 
ing the  history  and  future  of  the  sys- 
tem, whicli  may  soon  beoverhau  led. 
Safety  Measure  or  fti vacy  Invasion? 

Another  area  of  concem  for  many 
Ameilcans  is  how  to  stop  drunk 
drivers.  Every  year,  about  13,CKX) 
Americans  are  killed  bydrunkdriv- 
ers.  Now,  California  and  Wisconsin 
are  considering  new  laws  that 
would  ret|uire  people  convicted  of 
drunk  driving  to  use  a  technology 
called  an  ignition  interlock.  Drivers 
blow  into  a  device  tliat  measures 
blood-alcohol  content,  and  if  the 
level  is  too  high,  the  car  will  not 
start.  Is  this  a  valid  safety  measure 
or  an  in\'asion  of  privacy?  Parade's 
readers  weighed  in,  with  93  percent 
overwhelmingly  in  favor  of  ignition 
locks.  Only  7  percent  said  that  they 
were  opposed,  citing  the  cost  of 
such  a  device, 
Pit  Bulls 

Are  pit  bulls  an  inherently  danger- 
ous bneed  or  have  they  gotten  a  bum 
rap?  Acairding  to  a  Parade  re[X)rt, 


dogs  have  killed  at  least  211  Amencans 
SLi  far  tills  year,  and  in  twti  out  of  tlmv 
attacks,  tlif  killers  were  pit  bulls.  To 
combat  tlie  situation,  some  local  gov- 
eniments  have  enacted  "breed-sjx^ 
cific""  legislation  lliat  bans  owning  pit 
bulls.  But  animal-protection  gmups 
like  Hie  I  lumane  Sodety  of  tlie  U.S. 
say  till'  problem  lies  with  irrespon- 
sible owners,  not  tlieir  pets,  and  that 
U.S.  cities  where  pit  bulls  are  out- 
lawed have  not  seen  dramatic  de- 
creases in  attacks.  Paradeasked  read- 
ers if  they  think  it  should  be  illegal  to 
own  a  pit  bull.  Seventy-six  percent  of 
re\iders  said  no;  24  percent  disagreed 
witli  tliem 
Hot-Button  Topics 

Paradeconducts  such  polls  to  take 
tlie  pulse  of  readers  on  various  hot- 
button  topics.  Tlie  magazine  regu- 
larly explores  relevant  and  contro- 
versial issues  such  as  elder  abuse, 
government  subsidies  of  churches, 
and  whetherscluxils  should  have  tlie 
riglit  to  strip-seardi  students. 

Readers  were  recently  asked  to 
weigh  i  n  on  the  subject  of  obesity.  The 
leaders  of  many  nations  are  trying  to 
get  their  citizens  to  eat  less.  In  japan, 
health  officials  check  the  waistlines  of 
dtizensover40,and  those  considered 
ttx)  fat  must  undergo  diet  aiunseling. 
Failure  to  slim  down  can  lead  to  tines. 
New  Zealand  bars  people  it  deems 
tcKi  heavy  from  immigrating  to  the 
countT);  and  some  British  residents 
are  rewarded  for  stayingactive.rXjes 
tlie  U.S.  need  a  government-backed 
effort  toend  c^^esity?  Sixty-six  pera-nt 
said  yes;  34  percent  said  no. 

For  more  information,  visit 
WW  w.  pa  rade.com .  /vaps 


Tax  Relief  and  Jobs  for  S.F.  Businesses 


Mayor  Newsom  on  jan.  2b  spoke 
in  support  of  the  three  job  creation 
and  retention  measures  described 
during  his  recent  State  of  the  City 
address  and  introduced  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  Tlie  mea- 
sures are  aimed  at  helping  small 
and  mid-sized  businesses  create 
and  retain  local  jobs  -  an  extension 
of  our  City's  biotech  tax  credit,  a 
payroll  tax  exemption  for  new 
liires,  and  tax  incentives  for  small 
businesses  that  provide  health  care 
to  their  employees. 

Mayor  Newsom  and  Super\'isor 
Michael  Alioto-Pier  have  submitted 
these  thrw  busine*  tax-knvering  pit> 
posals  to  the  Board's  Budget  and  Fi- 
nance Committee,  as  the  first  step  to 
a  full  board  vote.  However,  theCom- 
mittee  has  rehised  to  calendar  the 
tliree  job  creation  and  job  retention 
measures  for  a  hearing. 

"Althougli  San  Francisco's  unem- 
ploymait  rate  remains oneof  the  low- 
est in  the  state,  at  9.4  percent,  it  is  still 
unacceptably  high,"  said  Mayor 
Newsom.  "With  tensofthousanct  of 
San  Frandscans  looking  for  work,  we 
must  put asideour  ideological  differ- 


ences and  do  whatever  it  takes  to 
grow  our  local  economy  and  create 
jobs.  1  once  again  call  on  tlie  Board  of 
Supervisors  to  schedule  hearings  for 
these  measures."" 

Mayor  Newsom  emphasized  the 
critical  need  for  a  payroll  tax  exemp- 
tion for  new  hires,  Tlie  new  Jobs  Pay- 
roll Tax  Exclusion  would  cap  a  busi- 
nesses' payroll  tax  liability  at  2CX19 
le\'el  for  two  years  Therefore,  any 
business  that  creates  a  job  in  201 0  or 
201 1  would  not  have  to  pay  payroll 
tax  on  that  hire  until  2012,  By  elimi- 
nating the  payroll  tax  on  new  jobs, 
the  City  will  remove  a  disincentive 
tocreatea  job  in  tliisdown economy. 

In  support  of  the  payroll  tax  ex- 
emption, Mayor  Newsom  was 
joined  Patrick  Connolly,  CEO  of 
Obscura  Digital,  a  quickly  growing 
technology'  firm  based  in  SOMA. 
ObscTjra  Digital  currently  has  40 
employees  and  over  lOOaintradors, 
Connolly  dted  the  potential  of  the 
payroll  tax  exemption  as  a  means  to 
weather  tlie  economic  downturn, 
continue  contributing  to  the 
economy,  and  an  incentive  to  hire 
San  Frandscans, 


JOHN  W.  KING 
SENIOR  CENTER 

500  Raymond  Ave.  San  Francisco,  CA  94134 
Phone:  415.239.6233         Fax:  415.239.2262 

Nutritional  hot  lunches  served  Monday- 
Friday  from  12  to  1  p.m.  for  only  $1.50. 
Seniors  and  non-seniors  welcomed. 

The  Senior  Center  has  many  amenities,  including 
our  spacious  outdoor  courtyard.  We  offer  social 
activities  designed  to  keep  seniors  active  and 
information  designed  to  keep  them  informed. 

Paratransit  Service 
Arts  &  Crafts  Chair  Dancing 

Bingo  Yoga 
Computer  Center  Exercise  Center 

Weekly  Strength  &  Tone  Classes 

USDA  SUPPLEMENTAL  FOOD  DISTRIBUTION  SITE 
Weekly  food  bags  and  Monthly  food  boxes 


Roulette  Hanky  Panky 

I  homas  Jackson  had  been  per- 
forming locally  in  Niles,  Midii- 
gan,  in  rock  bands  since  the  age 
ot  12.  Prompted  to  record  a  few 
songs  by  a  local  l)J  in  1964,  he 
chose  an  obscurity  tilled  "Hanky 
I'anky,"  which  became  a  minor 
local  hit  that  came  and  went, 

rhen,  in  1966,  the  record  was 
re-discovered  by  a  Pittsburgh  DJ 
who  started  playing  it  on  heavy 
rotation,  prompting  a  tremen- 
dous response.  Soon,  every 
record  mogul  in  New  York  was 
pursuing  Tommy  James  and  the 
and  the  Shondells.  But  then  ev- 
ery offer  but  one  disappeared, 
and  James  found  himself  in  the 
office  of  Morris  Levy  at  Roulette 
Records,  where  he  was  handed 
a  pen  and  ominously  promised 
"one  helluva  ride."  Morris  Levy, 
the  legendary  "godfather"  of  the 
music  business,  needed  a  hit  and 
"Hanky  Panky"  would  be  his. 
The  song  went  to  f  L'  James  went 
on  to  do  much  more;  and  Levy 
continued  to  reign. 

Mc,  tlic  Moh.  nud  the  Music 
(Scribner,  $23)  by  Tommy  James 
with  Martin  Fit/patrick  tells  the 
intimate  story  of  the  complex 
and  sometimes  terrifying  rela- 
tionship between  the  bright- 
eyed,  sweet-faced  blonde  musi- 
cian from  the  heartland  and  the 
big,  bombastic,  brutal  bully 
from  the  Bronx,  who  hustled, 
cheated  and  swindled  his  way 
to  the  top  of  the  music  indus- 
try. It  is  also  the  story  of  this 
swaggering,  wildly  creative  era 
of  rock  n'  roll  when  the  hits  kept 
coming  and  payola  and  the 
strong  arm  tactics  of  the  mob 
were  the  norm,  and  what  it  was 
like,  for  better  or  worse,  to  be 
in  the  middle  ot  it. 


[Cooking  Comer 


Wonton  Soup 

Vi  pound  lean  ground  pork;  2 
ounces  medium  raw  shrimp, 
peeled,  deveined  and  minced,  2 
tablespoons  minced  green  oniotis 
and  tops;  4  teaspoons  Kikkoman 
Soy  Sauce,  divided;  '/^  teaspoon 
cornstarch;  '/i  teaspoon  grated 
fresh  ginger,  24  wonton  wrappers; 
3  {14-ounce)  cans  chicken  broth; 
V*  cup  dry  sherry;  '/6  pound  bok 
choy,  2  tablespoons  chopped 
green  onions  and  tops;  Vi  tea- 
spoon Asian  sesame  oil. 

Combine  pork,  shrimp,  minced 
green  onions,  2  teaspoons  soy 
sauce,  cornstarch  and  ginger  in 
medium  bowl;  mix  well. 

Arrange  several  wonton  wrap- 
pers on  clean  surface;  cover  re- 
maining wrappers  to  prevent  dry- 
ing out. 

Place  1  teaspoon  pork  mixture 
in  center  of  each  wrapper.  Fold 
wrapper  over  filling  to  form  a  tri- 
angle. 

Gently  fold  center  point  down 
and  moisten  left  comer  with  water. 

Twist  and  overlap  opposite  cor- 
ner over  moistened  corner;  press 
Hrmly  to  seal.  Repeat  with  remain- 
ing pork  mixture  and  wrappers. 

Bring  4  cups  water  to  boil  in 
large  saucepan.  Add  wontons. 
Simmer  ^  minutes;  remove  with 
slotted  spoon. 

Discard  water;  pour  broth  and 
sherry  into  same  saucepan.  Cut 
bok  choy  crosswise  into  '/>-incli 
slices,  separating  stems  from 
leaves. 

Add  stems  to  broth  mixture; 
bring  to  boil.  Add  wontons;  sim- 
mer 1  minute.  Add  bok  choy 
leaves  and  chopped  green  onions; 
simmer  1  minute  longer 

Remove  from  heat;  stir  in  re- 
maining 2  teaspo^ms  soy  sauce 
and  sesame  oil.  Serve  immedi- 
ately. Makes  6  servings.  a/aps 


Grapevine  on  the  Web 

Read  current  and  past  stones  from 
the  Viataoon  \>^ley  Grapevine  at 
www  visvalleygrapevine  com 


EarthTalk 


Television  Still  Harmful? 

i\\ir  FortliTdlk:  Years  ago  I  read 
that  chiidren  should  be  kept  at  least 
two  ievt  from  tlie  television  because 
ot  harmhii  electronic  emissions.  Is 
tliis  still  relevant?  Is  tliere  a  differ- 
ence regarding  tliis  between  older 
and  new  flat-screen  models?  -I  forst 
E.  Mehring,  Oconomowoc,  Wl 

Luckily  for  many  of  us  and  our 
kids,  sitting  "too"  close  to  the'l'V  isn't 
kiiown  to  cause  any  human  health 
issues.  This  myth  prevails  becau* 
back  in  the  1960s  General  Electric 
sold  some  new-fangled  color  TV  sets 
tlialemirted  excessive  amountsof  ra- 
diation—as  much  as  100,000  times 
more  than  federal  health  officials 
ainsidered  safe  GEquickly  recalled 
and  repaired  the  faulty  TVs,  but  the 
stigma  lingers  to  this  day 

But  even  tliough  electronic  emis- 
sions aren't  an  issue  with  TVs  made 
any  time  after  1968  (including 
today's  LCD  and  plasma  flat 
screens),  what  about  causing  harm 
to  one's  vision?  Dr.  Lee  Duffner  of 
tlie  American  Academy  of  Ophthal- 
mology isn't  concerned,  maintaining 
that  watching  television  screens— 
dose-upor  otherwise— "won't  cause 
any  physical  damage  to  your  eyes." 
He  adds,  however,  that  a  lot  of  TV 
watchingcan  surely  cause  eye  strain 
and  fatigue,  partiailarly  for  those 
sitting  very  close  and/or  walcliing 
from  odd  angles.  But  there  is  an  easy 
cure  for  eye  strain  and  fatigue:  turn- 
ing off  the  TV  and  getting  some  rest 
Witli  a  gixxi  night's  sleep,  tired  eyes 
should  quickly  return  to  normal. 

Wbra  Ronca,  a  contiibutor  to  the 
How  Stuff  Works  website,  argues 
tlnat  some  parents  might  be  putting 
liie  carl  before  tlie  horse  in  blaming 
close-up  TV  watching  for  their 
child's  vision  issues.  "Sitting  close  to 
the  television  may  not  make  a  child 
nearsighted,  but  a  child  may  sit  dose 
to  the  television  because  he  or  she  is 
nearsighted  and  undiagnosed,"  she 
reports.  ''If  your  child  habitually  sits 
too  close  til  the  television  for  com- 
fort, get  his  or  her  eyes  tested." 

Of  course,  excessive  TV  viewing 
by  kids  can  cause  healtli  problems 
indirectly.  According  to  the 
Nemours  Foundation's  KidsHealtii 
website,  chiidren  who  consistently 
watch  TV  more  than  four  hours  a 
day  are  more  likely  to  be  overweight, 
which  in  and  of  itself  can  bringabout 
health  problems  later  Also,  kids  who 
watch  a  lot  of  TV  are  more  likely  to 
copy  bad  behavior  they  see  on- 
screen and  tend  to  "fear  that  the 
world  is  scary  and  that  something 
bad  will  happen  to  them."  Nemours 
also  finds  that  TV  characters  often 
depict  risky  behaviors  Oike  smoking 
and  drinking)  and  also  tend  to  rein- 
force gender-role  and  radal  stereo- 
types. 

There  has  also  been  much  debate 

(  Grapevine  Classitied  ) 

WCC  BOARD  MEETINGS:  Vsrtaoon  Valley 
Community  Cenler  (WCC)  regular  monthly 
Board  meetings,  held  the  4th  Thursday  of  eadi 
month  al6  p  m ,  except  Decemtjer  and  May,  are 
opentotheputjiic  Board  memtjers  are  selected 
by  the  mem-t)ers  o(  the  community  center  with 
dues  currently  paid,  at  the  Annual  MemtKfship 
meeting  held  the  3rd  Saturday  in  May  each  year 
Any  vacanaes  that  occur  on  the  Board  due  to 
uncompleled  3-year  terms  of  memtsrship  are 
filled  by  appointment  of  the  remaining  Board 
members  At  leasi  75  percent  of  our  Board 
members  must  reside  in  Visitacion  Valley 
Persons  interested  m  Board  membership  are 
encouraged  to  send  a  letter  of  interest  to  Board 
of  Directors  Devetopmeni  Committee,  Vsilaaon 
Valley  Community  Center,  50  Raymond 
Avenue,  San Franceco, CA94134  Please tel 
the  Board  know  wtial  you  could  conlnbule  (hat 
will  enhance  and  improve  our  organization  for 
better  sen/ce  to  our  community  You  will  be 
contacted  and  your  letter  will  be  submitted  to  the 
Board  for  consideration  al  eilhei  Ihe  nexl  Annual 
elecbon  or  of  any  available  open  positions  thai 
might  occur  within  the  coming  year 
GRAPEVINE  DISPLAY  ADVERTISING:  new 
limited-time  rates  Full  Page  S60, 1/2  Page  $33  75, 
l/4Page$1875  )/8P£Qe$10,l/l2Page$8,1/16 
Page  $6  Generous  dscounl  (or  three  or  mae 
nsertons  Call  (415)  467-93(X)  f»  mae  detab 
Classified:  20wofdsfor$1  Extraline50cents 
Ad  and  payment  should  be  received  by  15th  of 
prior  month  at  Visitaaon  Valley  Grapevine,  50 
Raymond  Ave ,  San  Franasco,  CA94134 


in  rea-nt  years  on  tlie  effects  of  TV 
\  iewing  on  infants.  A  2007  Seattle 
OiildrxMi's  Researdi  Institute  study 
lound  tlvil  tor  every  hour  per  day 
infants  spent  vvatdiing  baby  DVDs 
and  vidws  they  learned  six  to  eight 
tewer  new  vocabuiar)'  words  than 
babies  who  never  watdieti  tlie  vid- 
eos. But  a  2009  study  by  the  Center 
on  Media  &  Child  Health  at 
Childn?n's  I  lospital  Boston  found  no 
negative  cognitive  or  other  impacts 
whatstx'\'er  on  tliose  infants  exposed 
to  more  television  than  less. 

While  it  may  be  inevitable  thai 
your  kids  will  watch  TV,  tlie  key, 
exfwrts  say,  is  moderation.  Limit 
kids'  exposure  to  screens  of  any  kind, 
and  monitor  what  they  are  allowed 
to  watdi.  As  KidsHealth  points  out, 
parents  should  teach  their  kids  that 
tine  TV  is  "for  occasional  entertain- 
ment, not  for  constant  escapism." 

Dear  EarthTaik:  What's  better  for 
the  local  ecology,  sewers  or  septic 
tanks?  -TH.,  Darien,CT 

You  probably  won't  have  much 
choice  as  to  whether  that  home 
you'a"  thinking  of  buying  is  on  sewer 
or  septic.  Most  likely  ifsadonedeal, 
unless  tlie  neighborhood  is  presently 
all  on  septic  but  is  considering  a  pe- 
tition to  tlie  town  to  switdi  to  sew- 
ers (in  which  case  you  can  usually 
agree  to  hook  up  or  stay  put). 

There  are  pros  and  cons  to  each  in 
regard  to  the  environment.  Both 
types  of  systems  are  designed  to 
handle  and  treat  so-called  "blackwa- 
ter"  (wastewater  from  toilets)  and 
"gray  water"  coming  from  our  sinks, 
showers,  dishwashers  and  laundry 
machines.  On-site  septic  and  com- 
munit>'-wide  sewer  sj'stems  work  in 


similar  ways,  utilizing  micro-organ- 
isrm  to  tilteroutbaderia,  viruses  and 
oilier  disease-causing  pathogens  be- 
fore releasing  the  deansed  water 
back  into  the  environment, 

In  general,  most  people  prefer  to 
on  a  shared  st'wer  system  if  they 
have  a  choitv,  as  tlie  bu  rden  of  keep- 
ing the  system  running  smoothly 
fallson  the  UkmI  government,  which 
pn?sumably  has  the  money  and  ex- 
pertisi'  to  ensun.'  that  wastewater  is 
propeHy  treated  across  tlie  region. 
Also,  in  a  shared  sewer  system, 
wastewater  is  whisktxi  away  toa  cen- 
tralized treatment  fadlity;  anyone 
who  has  ever  experienced  a  septic 
system  backup  on  tlieir  property  can 
appreciate  what  a  benefit  off-site 
wastewater  treatment  can  be. 

Another  advantage  to  a  shared 
sewer  is  that  such  systems  are  usu- 
ally built  to  withstand  heavy  loads 
and  can  better  accommodate  pe- 
riods of  heavy  precipitation  or 
storm  surges  that  might  over- 
whelm smaller,  poorly  conceived 
or  maintained  home-based  septic 
tanks,  which  are  by  virtue  of  their 
size  and  the  laws  of  physics  more 
prone  to  overflow  and  send  con- 
taminants into  nearby  surfaceand 
ground  waters. 

Septic  systems  have  their  propo- 
nents, though,  who  say  that  a  pro- 
fessionally designed,  installed  and 
maintained  system  should  hold  up 
in  even  the  biggest  of  storms.  Tlie 
University  of  Minnesota  Extension 
(UMNF),  which  publishes  the  use- 
ful online  "Septic  System  Owner's 
Guide,"  says  vigilance  is  key:  "The 
only  way  to  guarantee  effective  treat- 
ment is  to  have  a  trained  professional 


ensure  adetiuate  unsaturated  and 
suitable  soil  exists  below  the  soil 
treabnent  ari\i  to  allow  for  complete 
wastewater  Ireattiient," 

Wlien  honirtnvners  don't  take  care 
of  their  septic  systems  properly, 
tliough,  they  can  becomea  nuisance 
for  the  surrounding  ecosystem. 
Wastewater  that  is  not  properly 
treated  can  contaminate  surfaa*  and 
groundwater  and  threaten  public 
health.  According  to  UMNK,  im- 
properly treated  sewage  can  be  the 
culprit  behind  tlic  spread  of  hepati- 
tis, dysentery  and  other  diseases  re- 
sulting from  pathogens  in  drinking 
water,  while  also  compromising  the 
purity  of  lakes  and  streams.  Addi- 

Saturdays  are  Special 

The  Kandall  Museum  offersdrop- 
in,  hands-on  art  and  sdence  work- 
shops every  Saturday  from  1  to  4 
p.m.  at  199  Museum  Way  (off 
Roosevelt,  above  the  Castro).  Work- 
shops are  $3  per  child;  $5  for  a  par- 
ent and  child  combo.  All  kids  under 
8  must  be  with  a  paying  adult,  Qill 
S.S4-9600  for  further  information. 

"Feb.  6:  Make  a  magnificent  Chi- 
nese lion  head  puppet  to  celebrate 
the  upcoming  Lunar  New  Year. 

*reb.  13:  Make  a  sparkly,  one-of- 
a-kind  pop-up  Valentine's  Day 
Card  to  give  to  the  one  you  love. 

•Feb.  20;  Turn  2D  into  3D;  fold,  a^ 
semble  and  decorate  an  oragami  box. 

*Feb.  27:  Bring  a  small  photo  or 
other  2D  memento  or  use  one  at 
the  museum  and  choose  from  our 
collection  of  glitter,  sequins,  feath- 
ers and  more  to  embellish  your 
own  refrigerator  magnet. 

Other  regular  Saturday  activities 
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tionally  fliesatidiiios<.iuititestliatare 
attracied  to  and  br^-ed  iti  wet  areas 
where  sewage  reaches  the  surface 
can  also  spread  disease. 

Improperly  treated  sewage  can 
also  lead  to  increasi-d  nih"ates  in  ki- 
cal  water  supplii's,  which  isdanger- 
ous  for  infants,  pregnant  women 
and  those  with  already  compro- 
mised immune  systems.  In  and 
around  lakc^  and  streams  this  in- 
flux in  nitrates  can  lead  to  plant 
growth  out  tif  whack  witli  tlie  local 
ecosystem's  ability  to  handle  it,  re- 
sulting in  oxygen-free  "dead  zones" 
devoid  ot  marine  and  riparian  life 
altogether 

at  Randall  Museum 

include: 

^Morning  Family  Ceramics  from 
10  to  11:30  a.m.  ($5  per  person 
workshop  fee) 

*Meet  the  Animals  from  11:15 
a.m.  to  12  noon, 

*Animal  Feedingat  I2noon. 

•Golden  Gate  Model  Railroad 
Club  Fxhibit  from  II  a.m.  to4p.m. 

Senior  Bingo  and 
Tiny  Tots  Classes  at 
Sutter  Playground 

LouisSutter  Playground  located  at 
thenortheasta)merof  Md^irenPark 
at  1 199  Wayland  St.  has  a-'Finy  Tots 
dass  and  wekkly  Senior  Bingo. 

Tiny  Tots  is  held  Monday,  Tuesday, 
Tliursday  and  Friday  fn)m  10  a.m. 
to  12  noon,  while  Senior  Bingo  is  on 
Wednesday  from  10a, ni,  to  12  noon. 

For  more  infoniiation,  call  Diane, 
the  director  at  (4 1 S)  SS4-61 06, 


TW  AUTOMOTIVE 


COMPLETE  AUTO 
REPAIR  &  MUFFLER 


*  Foreign  &  Domestic 

*  Brake  Service 

*  Engine  Transmission 

*  Fuel  Injection 

*  Electrical  Service 

*  Insurance  Work 
Welcome 

*  Air  Conditioning 


*  Tune-up 

*  Muffler  &  Pipes 

*  Catalytic  Converter 

*  Performance 
Dual  Exhaust 

*  Custom  Bending 


415-585-8281 

2500  Bayshore  Blvd. 
San  Francisco,  Ca.  94134 
(Corner  of  Bayshore  &  Visitacion) 
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Visitacion  Valley 
Police  Report 


Police  Cases 

'On  Dec  24at843am  on  the  2400  bloc* 
of  Bayshore  Boulevard,  officers  wens  sent 
to  investigate  a  call  of  a  burglary  Upon  ttieir 
arrival,  they  were  told  by  the  victim  through 
a  family  member's  translation  that  the  store 
was  left  locked  and  secured  on  Dec  23  at 
approximately  7  30  pm  When  the  victim/ 
owner  returned  on  Dec  24  at  8  a  m  they 
noticed  the  front  top  window  had  been  bro- 
ken and  that  appeared  to  be  the  potnt  of  entry 
and  exit  since  the  front  door  was  still  locked 
and  secured  The  loss  was  an  unknown 
wnount  of  lottery  scratchers  Ttie  victim  and 
reporting  party  was  not  able  to  provide  sus- 
pect infomnafion  CSIrespondedtothescene 
foffollowup  At755pm  on  the  1700  block 
of  Geneva  Avenue,  officers  were  sent  to  in- 
vestigate an  attempted  robbery  Ttie  vicfim 
told  the  officers  that  while  on  the  bus  he  was 
approached  by  three  suspects  One  of  the 
suspect's  was  attempting  to  take  the  vicfim's 
pinky  nng  The  three  suspects  then  started 
punching  the  victim  Once  they  were  done 
the  suspects  fled  from  the  busempty  handed 
The  victim  was  transported  to  a  local  hospi- 
tal where  he  was  treated  for  non-life  threat- 
ening injuries  The  suspects  v«re  described 
3S  three  Afncan  Amencan  males  between 
the  ages  of  19  and  21 

'On  Dec  25  at  8  a  m  on  the  unit  block  of 
Hefitage  Avenue,  a  Police  Services  aide  pre- 
pared a  report  regarding  threats  The  vicbm 
told  the  PSA  that  she  has  been  receiving 
death  threats  from  a  known  suspect  against 
her  and  her  daughter  The  victim  is  fearful  so 
she  responded  to  Ingleside  to  file  the  report 
and  then  will  a  restraining  order 

'On Dec  28at7pm  at  121  BlythdaleAv- 
enue,  officers  vtere  sent  to  invesbgate  a  van- 
dalism case  The  victim  told  the  officers  that 
she  parited  her  car  only  to  discover  that 
someone  punctured  her  tire  No  suspects 
were  seen 

'On  Dec  29  at  1 10  p  m  at  BIythdale  Av- 
enue and  Hahn  Street  an  officer  was  sent  to 
investigate  a  battery  case  The  victm  told 
the  offioer  that  a  known  suspect  was  attempt- 
ing to  gain  entry  into  a  dviielling  Ttie  victim 
said  that  the  suspect  was  kicked  out  and 
could  not  be  let  in  because  he  is  a  "aook " 
The  victim  told  the  officer  that  the  suspect 
got  mad  and  ran  to  her  house  and  began  to 
ransack  it  The  victim  s  son  went  to  look  for 
the  suspect  only  to  have  the  suspect  flip  him 
over  onto  the  pavement  At  5:50  p.m  at 
BIythdale  Avenue  and  Hahn  Street,  officers 
were  sent  to  investigate  a  vandalism  case 
The  victim  lold  the  officers  that  she  vi/as  at 
home  when  she  heard  a  noise  The  victim 
told  the  officers  that  when  she  went  to  inves- 
tigate she  discovered  someone  had  broken 
her  window  The  victim  said  that  she  saw 
three  young  Afncan  Amencan  kids  running 
from  the  scene 

'On  Dec  30  at  6  49  p  m  on  the  100  block 
of  Gamson  Avenue,  officers  responded  to 
the  report  of  a  s^  robbery  The  victim  said 
that  she  partted  her  car  and  noticed  a  man 
standing  about  20  feet  awray  When  she  got 
out  of  her  car,  the  suspect  ran  up  and  npped 
her  purse  avray  from  her  The  suspect  then 
fled  the  scene  on  foot  He  was  descnbed  as 
an  Afnca-Amencan  male  20-30  years  old, 
wearing  a  dari(  hoodie.  He  was  about  5'  1 0  " 
and  175  lbs 

'On  Jan,  1  at  3  09  a  m  at  Raymond  Av- 
enue near  Visitaaon  Avenue,  officers  re- 
sponded to  the  report  of  a  person  dialing  911 
They  met  with  the  victim  who  said  that  he 
was  walking  home  from  a  party  when  a  man 
pointed  a  gun  at  him  and  demanded  his 
wallet  Ttie  victim  said  he  was  aWe  to  punch 
the  suspect  and  knock  the  gun  away  The 
vicbm  said  that  he  then  ran  av^fay  from  the 
scene  At  3  58  am  at  Sunnydale  Avenue 
and  Santos  Street,  officers  were  m  the  area 
after  responding  for  a  "shots  fired  call  when 
they  saw  a  vehide  with  known  gang  mem- 
bers inside  The  vehide  had  stopped  in  the 
middle  of  the  street  and  had  a  badly  aacked 
windshield  The  officers  stopped  the  car  and 
met  with  the  occupants  When  they  did,  the 
officers  smelted  the  odor  of  man)uana  come 
from  insKte  the  car  While  searching  the  car 
for  drugs,  a  kaded  semi-automatic  handgun 
vi/as  found  under  a  seat  The  three  occu- 
pants were  booked  for  v^eapons  charges, 
drug  charges  and  a  gang  violation  At  1 1 : 1 7 
am  on  the  900  block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue, 
an  officer  was  dispatched  to  a  reported  van- 
dalism to  a  vehicle  The  victim  said  that  he 
came  out  to  his  parited  car  to  discover  that 
his  tire  had  been  slashed  Ttie  victim  did  not 
have  a  suspect  descnption 

'On  Jan  43t223pm  on  the  400  block  of 
ArgonautAvenue,  a  Police  Scfvices  aKte  pre- 


pared a  report  regarding  a  fraud  The  vic- 
tim told  the  PSA  that  she  discovered  that 
an  unknown  suspect  had  charged  items  on 
one  of  her  aedit  cards  totaling  over  $3,700 
At  10  09  pm  on  the  100  block  of  Bntton 
Street,  officers  were  sent  to  investigate  a 
fraud  case  The  victim  told  the  officers  that 
an  unknown  suspect  had  cashed  a  check 
on  his  account  and  overdrawn  it 

'On  Jan  5  at  10  a  m  on  the  300  block  of 
Leland  Avenue,  officers  were  sent  to  inves- 
tigate a  fraud  case  Ttie  victim  told  the  offic- 
ers thai  an  unknown  suspect  was  using  her 
social  secunty  number  without  her  permis- 
sion The  victim  wanted  this  information  re- 
corded At  12  39  pm  at  Sunnydale  Avenue 
and  Rey  Street,  officers  v«re  sent  to  inves- 
tigate a  threats  case  The  victim  told  the 
officers  that  her  car  had  broken  down  and 
had  to  call  for  a  tow  tnjck  The  victim  told 
the  officers  that  the  suspect  vralked  up  to 
her,  threw  water  on  her  face  and  then 
showed  her  a  black  gun  in  his  waist  band 
The  suspect  then  vralked  away 

•On  Jan  6  at  7:05  p  m  on  the  100  block 
of  Rey  Street,  an  officer  was  on  patrol  when 
he  oteerved  a  suspect  that  he  knew  from 
pnofcontact  The  suspect  had  over  $20,000 
worth  of  vrarrants  to  his  aedit  Thesusped 
was  taken  into  custody 

"OnJan  7at1:11pm  at  Bayshore  Bou- 
levard and  Blanken  Avenue,  officers  were 
flagged  down  by  a  subject  that  had  infor- 
mation of  someone  with  a  wan^ant.  The 
officers  stopped  and  asked  the  subject  who 
was  the  individual  that  had  the  wan'ant  To 
their  amazement,  it  was  the  subject  him- 
self The  wan-ant  was  for  $350.  The  sub- 
jed was an-ested  At  1027pm  atCroker. 
Amazon  Parit,  an  officer  was  patrolling  the 
part(  when  he  obsen/ed  a  suspect  that  kept 
trying  to  light  something  with  a  lighter  Be- 
cause a  dgarette  usually  only  takes  one. 
maybetwoattemptshenjledthatout  The 
officer  decided  to  investigate.  The  officer 
softly  walked  up  behind  the  suspect  and 
lit  him  with  his  flashlight  The  officer  ob- 
served a  crack  pipe  in  the  suspects  hand 
as  he  tumed  around,  then  dropped  il  in  an 
attempt  to  hide  it  The  suspect  was  de- 
tained and  the  suspect  and  the  area 
searched  for  more  drugs  There  were 
none  The  suspect  was  placed  under  ar- 
rest and  then  dted 

'On  Jan.  8  at  1  41  p.m  at  Santos  Street 
and  Brookdaie  Avenue,  officers  were  pa- 
trolling when  the  not)ced  a  suspect  that  was 
wanted  on  a  warrant  for  protiation  violation 
The  officefs  were  able  to  arrest  the  susped 
without  inddent  At  2  p  m  in  tVlcLaren  Parit. 
an  officer  of  Mission  Station  prepared  a  re- 
port regarding  a  robbery  that  occurred  in 
the  Ingleside  distnd  Ttie  victim  told  the  of- 
ficer that  he  was  vraiting  fa  a  bus  near  the 
parit  when  a  suspect  walked  up  to  him  and 
asked  for  some  money  The  next  thing  he 
knew  there  was  a  gun  to  his  face  The  total 
loss  was  over  $800  cash  and  property 

'On  Jan  9at5pm  on  the  1100  block  of 
Goettingen  Street,  a  Police  Senflces  aide 
prepared  a  report  regarding  a  vandalism 
case  The  victim  told  the  PSA  that  she 
parked  her  car  in  front  of  her  home  only  to 
discover  the  next  morning  someone  had 
punctured  her  tire  No  suspects  were  ob- 
served At7.17p,m  at  Sunnydale  Avenue 
and  Rey  Street,  officers  were  infomned  of  a 
susped  that  was  wanted  on  a  threats  inci- 


dent The  officers  responded  to  the  area  In 
an  attempt  to  locate  the  suspect  Once  they 
amved  rt  was  only  minutes  when  the  wanted 
susped  vralked  by  them  The  officers  took 
the  susped  into  custody  The  susped  was 
booked  on  felony  threats  with  a  gun  At  8 
p  m  on  the  unit  block  of  Hentage  Avenue,  a 
Police  Sendees  aide  prepared  a  report  re- 
garding a  vandalism  case  The  victim  told 
the  PSA  that  she  pariced  her  car  in  front  of 
her  home  only  to  discover  the  next  rooming 
someone  had  broken  her  window  The  sus- 
ped was  descnbed  as  an  Afiican  Amencan 
male,  17-22  years  of  age  weanng  a  black 
hoodie  and  pants 

'On  Jan  11at226pm  on  the  unit  block  of 
BIythdale  Avenue,  officers  were  sent  to  in- 
vestigate a  trespass  case  The  victm  told  the 
officers  that  an  unknown  susped  entered  her 
apartment  with  a  key  Ttiere  was  no  loss  or 
damage  The  victim  wanted  the  inddent 
documented 

'On  Jan  12  at  2:37  p.m  on  the  unit  block  of 
Delta  Street  an  officer  responded  to  the  re- 
port of  a  robbery.  The  victim  said  that  he  had 
gotten  off  of  the  bus  and  was  approached  by 
two  men  who  asked  to  use  his  phone  The 
victim  told  them  that  he  was  using  the  phone 
and  could  not  lend  it  to  them  One  susped 
then  displayed  a  black  gun  and  demanded 
the  contents  of  the  vicbm's  pockets  The  sus- 
pects then  fled  the  scene  The  suspects  were 
descnbed  as  Afncan-Amencan  males  (5'9 
medium  build,  5'11  heavier  build)  who  were 
weanng  dartt  colored  clothes 

'OnJan  13at845a.m  onthelOOblockof 
BIythdale  Avenue,  officers  were  sent  to  in- 
vestigate a  burglary  The  victim  told  the  offic- 
ers that  she  left  lor  woik  and  locked  all  her 
doors  only  to  discover  someone  had  made 
entry  and  taken  her  TV.  The  back  door  was 
left  open  No  suspeds  were  obsen/ed 

'On  Jan  14  at  9  53  pm.  on  the  unit  block  of 
Brookdaie  Avenue,  officers  were  dispatched 
to  the  report  of  a  robbery.  The  victim  said 
that  he  was  making  a  delivery  when  he  no- 
ticed that  the  building  he  was  supposed  to 
deliver  to  was  vacant  The  man  was  then 
suddenly  grabbed  by  3  men  who  tned  todrag 
him  behind  the  building  The  victim  broke  fiise 
and  was  able  to  dnve  away 

•OnJan  15atl0.30am  on  the  1900  block 
of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  an  officer  was  respond- 
ing as  a  backup  to  another  Ingleside  unity  on 
an  occupied  stolen  car  Ttie  officer  was  able 
to  determine  that  the  two  women  suspects 
were  in  the  car  and  were  in  possession  of  ali 
the  stolen  goods  Both  suspeds  were  ar- 
rested and  booked 

'OnJan  1 6  at  1  39  pm  on  the  400  block  of 
Argonaut  Avenue,  officers  were  patrolling 
when  they  observed  a  susped  that  Itiey  knew 
he  had  an  outstanding  wan^nt  for  his  arrest 
The  officers  detained  the  susped  and  con- 
ducted a  wan-ant  check  to  confimi  that  the 
wanrant  vi/as  still  valid  The  v/an-antvras  valid, 
the  subjed  was  arrested  At  7:55  p  m  at  San 
Bruno  Avenue  and  Haritness  Street,  an  of- 
ficer was  sent  to  investigate  a  robbery  case 
The  victim  told  the  officer  that  she  was  walk- 
ing along  when  she  heard  footsteps  behind 
her  The  victim  vwnt  on  to  say  that  she  had 
her  purse  hanging  from  her  shoulder  and  that 
the  susped  grabbed  it  and  as  he  ran  by  her 
The  susped  jumped  over  a  fence  and  dis- 
appeared - 

'On  Jan  17  at  1:50  a  m  at  Santos  Street 
and  Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  were  sent 


to  investigate  a  possible  robbery  in  progress 
Ttie  officers  located  and  spoke  to  the  victim 
who  told  them  he  and  a  friend  were  robbed 
at  gunpoint  The  victim  told  the  officers  that 
they  were  going  to  a  friend  s  house  to  visit 
The  vidims  told  the  officers  that  when  they 
got  &iere  they  were  let  into  the  home  The 
victim  used  the  bathroom  and  upon  his  re- 
tum  he  spoke  v^th  a  subject  that  he  ex- 
changed infomiation  with  The  victim  told  the 
officers  that  it  was  at  that  point  that  the  sus- 
ped pulled  out  a  semi  automatic  gun  and 
demanded  that  both  victims  give  up  all  their 
property  The  susped  took  all  the  property 
that  the  victim  brought  in,  butvi/ould  not  give 
up  his  keys  The  victims  made  a  ain  for  the 
door  and  to  their  car  to  escape  While  the 
victims  were  njnning  to  the  car  they  heanj 
gunshots  and  saw  the  susped  vraiving  tfie 
gunatthem  Thelosswas$180incashand 
elec&onic  property  No  one  was  injured  dur- 
ing this  inadent  At  1048  am  at  BIythdale 
Avenue  and  Santos  Street  officers  vwre  sent 
to  investigate  a  vandalism  call  The  victim 
told  the  officers  that  when  he  woke  up  this 
morning  he  noticed  that  there  were  three 
BB  holes  in  the  window  No  suspeds  were 
observed  At  11  a  m  at  L^and  Avenue  and 
Bayshore  Boulevard,  officers  were  sent  to 
investigate  a  vandalism  case  The  victim  told 
the  officers  that  someone  had  damaged  a 
cash  dispensing  machine  At  1  30  pm  on 
the  1800  block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  offic- 
ers were  sent  to  investigate  a  burglary  The 
victim  told  the  officers  that  she  went  aaoss 
the  stieel  to  talk  to  a  neighbor  but  left  the 
front  door  unlocked  The  victim  said  that 
when  she  retijmed  she  saw  that  the  TV  and 
camera  were  missing  The  victim  did  not  see 
anyone  going  into  the  house  At  1  45  p  m 
on  the  2200  block  of  Geneva  Avenue,  offic- 
ers were  sent  to  investigate  a  robbery  The 
victim  told  the  officers  that  she  was  on  her 
way  home  when  the  suspect  came  up  frtxn 
behind  her  and  pushed  her  down  to  the 
ground  w^iile  pulling  on  her  purse.  The  vic- 
tim received  abrasions  to  her  knees  aod 
hands  The  loss  was  a  purse  and  $20  in 
cash 

'OnJan  20  at  9:23  am  on  the  unit  block 
of  Onjway  Sti^eet,  officers  were  responded 
to  the  report  that  a  otizen  vianted  to  tum  in 
some  fireamis  The  reportee  said  that  she 
was  renovating  her  house  when  she  found 
vanous  fireams  in  a  doset  She  said  the 
she  did  not  want  the  guns  and  tumed  them 
overtolheotficerslorsafe-keeptng  At  1033 
am  on  the  1 00  block  of  Argonaut  Avenue, 
officers  were  on  patrol  when  they  responded 
to  the  report  of  a  hot-prowl  burglary  The  vic- 
tim said  he  v/as  asleep  in  his  house  when 
he  heard  a  loud  crash  and  then  the  sound  of 
glass  breaking  He  went  to  go  see  what  vras 
going  on  and  found  a  man  frying  to  discon- 
ned  his  television  The  victim  confronted  the 
suspect,  who  fled  the  scene  on  foot  The 
susped  was  descnbed  as  anAfrican-Ameri- 
can  man  (6'00''  190  lbs )  wearing  a  black 
hoodie  and  black  jogging  pants 

'On  Jan  21  at  2 1 1  p  m  on  the  unit  block 
ofTalbert  Sti-eet  officers  conduded  a  search 
of  frie  residence  of  a  man  on  parole  along 
with  several  ofrier officers  Dunng  the  search, 
the  officers  found  the  parolee  to  be  in  pos- 
session of  ammunition  Ttieammunitionwas 
seized  and  the  man  s  parole  agent  was  no- 
tified At  5  06  p  m  on  the  1 700  blodt  of  Visi- 
tation Avenue,  officers  were  on  pafrd  when 
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they  saw  a  vehide  which  displayed  a  yellow 
2010  regisfration  tab  Arecord  ctieck  of  the 
car  showed  ttiat  the  registration  had  actu- 
ally expired  in  2009  They  stopped  the  ve- 
hicle and  mc'  with  the  dnver  Further  record 
checks  revealed  that  the  dnver  was  dnving 
with  a  suspended  license  and  had  an  active 
vran^nt  out  for  his  arrest  At  9  32  pm  at 
Gamson  and  Argonaut  avenues,  officers 
were  on  patrd  when  they  were  flagged  down 
by  the  victim  of  an  auto  burglary  The  victim 
said  that  he  came  out  to  his  parited  car  to 
find  that  it  had  been  broken  into  and  his  car's 
audio  system  had  been  stolen  along  with 
his  backpack 

'OnJan  23  at  1157  am  on  the  unit  block 
of  Brookdaie  Avenue,  officers  responded  to 
a  well-being  cJieck  of  a  man  with  an  injury  to 
the  back  of  the  head  They  met  with  the  vic- 
tim who  stated  that  he  was  stnjck  by  an  un- 
known person  and  made  unconsaous  The 
victim  was  not  missing  any  property 

•On  Jan  24  at  5  26  pm  on  the  200  block 
of  BIythdale  Avenue,  an  officers  responded 
to  the  report  of  a  battery  They  v^ere  met  by 
the  victim  who  said  that  she  got  into  an  ar- 
gument with  her  ex-boyfriend  and  his  cousin 
The  victim  said  that  the  cousin  then  ran  up 
and  hit  the  victim  several  times  before  the 
victim  coukJ  defend  herself.  An  unidentified 
man  then  grabbed  tfie  victim  and  brought 
her  to  safety 

Police  Summaries 

•Dec  2A  n8  a  m  ,  200  block  of  Teddy  Ave., 
stolen  auto 

'Dec  24  11  47am.l00bk)ckofTucketAve, 
stolen  truck 

*Oec  24  9  39  p  m  ,  Geneva  Ave  and  Carter 
Si  ,  traffic  accHjent,  tiit  and  njn 

•Dec  26  5  16  am.  300  bkKk  of  Ward  St.  sto- 
len truck. 

•Dec  30  3:09a m.700bk)ckofVisitacionAtfe.. 
stolen  plates 

'Dec  30  1  10  p  m .  SunnydateAve  and  Santos 
St .  suspended  license 

'Dec  30  1 18pm.200blockofBtythdaleAve, 
recovered  auto. 

•Jan  4  6  36  p  m ,  Santos  St  and  Geneva  Ave , 
suspended  license,  tow 
•Jan  5  4  p  m  .CampbellAve  and  Rutland  St , 
traffic  accident 

•Jan  6  12  53  p  m .  1300  bkxk  of  Sunnydale 
Ave ,  unlicensed  driver 

■Jan  7  10  22  p.m.  Sunnydale  Ave  and  Santos 
St ,  suspended  license,  low 
•Jan  8  9am,  3800  block  of  San  BrunoAve . 
stolen  aulo 

•Jan  8  11  45  a  m .  500  block  of  Letand  Ave . 
recovered  truck 

•Jan  11- ?-20 p.m, SunnydateAve  andRutland 
St ,  suspended  license,  low 
•Jan  12. 8  40  a  m  ,  Unit  block  of  Schwerin  St.. 
tilt  and  run  report, 

•Jan  12  3  01  p  m  ,  400  block  of  Sawyer  St , 
recovered  auto 

•Jan  12  4am.  1700blockofSanBrunoAve  , 
slolen  truck 

•Jan  13  8  19  a  m .  Geneva  Ave  and  Santos 
St ,  suspended  license 

•Jan  13  5  54  p  m ,  2000  bkxk  ol  Bayshore 
Blvd ,  recovered  tmck 

•Jan  15  10  Mam,  1900  block  of  Sunnydale 
Ave ,  recovered  auto 

•Jan  15  8  00  p  m  ,  300  block  of  Eliot  St ,  sto- 
len plaies 

'Jan  16  6:00am  , 400bkx:kof  HarknessAve, 
stolen  truck 

•Jan  IT  10  00  am,  1200  bkxk  of  Sunnydale 
Ave ,  stolen  truck 

•Jan  20  1201  pm,  900  block  of  Rutland  St., 
suspended  license 

'Jan  23  1  01  a  m ,  Santos  St  and  Brookdaie 
Ave.,  suspended  driver 

Optae^  DaMd  Lazar  ol  ingleside  Slaton  and  Caplafi 
Greg  SuhrolSayview  Station  cortnWaJ  lo  Ihs  lipoft 


VISITACION  VALLEY 
DENTAL  OFFICE 


Albert  Kuan,  D.D.S. 


6< 


10  Percent  Senior  Discount 

37  Leland  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 

Monday  thru  Friday:  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m, 
Closed  on  Thursday 

Phone  239-5500 
for  an  appointment 
Cantonese  Spoken 


Home  Weatherproofing  Aid  for  Low-Income  Families 


VI9TAC10N VALLfYGRAPEV«  fEBRUARV  2D10 -9 


h\/  fa^on  Aldennan 

If  you're  plagued  by  winter 
drafts  and  high  heating  bills  but 
can't  afford  to  weatherproof  your 
home,  the  U.S.  Department  ot 
Energy's  {DOi-:)  Weatherization 
Assistance  Program  (WAP)  just 
might  be  able  to  help. 

Since  1976,  WAPhas helped  pro- 
tect more  than  6  million  low-in- 
come households  from  summer's 
heat  and  winter's  cold,  signifi- 
cantly lowering  both  individual 
utility  bills  and  overall  national 
energy  usage. 

And  thanks  to  a  dramatic  $3 
billion  infusion  from  last  year's 
American  Recovery  and  Invest- 
ment Act,  WAP  is  on  target  to 
weatherize  -  for  free  -  on  addi- 
tional 1  million  households  a 
year. 

Here's  how  WAP  works: 
Each  year.  Congress  appropri- 
ates funding  to  the  DOE  to  ad- 
minister the  program,  DOE  then 
provides  WAP  funding  and  tech- 
nical guidance  to  individual 
states,  U.S.  territories  and  Indian 
tribes,  which  in  turn  fund  local 
agencies  to  install  energy  conser- 
vation materials  and  make  re- 
pairs in  qualified  low-income 
homes. 

The  2009  Recovery  Act  in- 
creased the  average  household 
expenditure  limit  from  $2,500  to 
$6,500.  It  also  expanded  WAPeli- 
gibility  to  include  anyone  whose 
income  is  at  or  below  200  percent 


of  the  poverty  level  for  their 
household  si^e.  Each  state  sets  its 
own  program  rules,  however,  so 
many  have  more  generous  eligi- 
bility criteria. 

WAP  provides  energy-effi- 
ciency services  that  are  tailored 
to  each  home,  whether  a  single- 
or  multi-family  dwelling  or  mo- 
bile home.  Homeowners  and 
renters  can  apply,  although  rent- 
ers must  obtain  written  permis- 
sion from  their  landlords. 

As  many  as  30  million  families 
are  eligible  for  WAP.  1  hose  re- 
ceiving Supplemental  Security 
Income  or  Aid  to  Families  with 
Dependent  Children  are  auto- 
matically eligible. 

In  other  cases,  preference  is 
usually  given  to  people  over  age 
60,  families  with  one  or  more  dis- 
abled members  and  families  with 
children. 

To  see  if  you  are  eligible  for 
WAp  visit  www.eere.energy.gov/ 
weatherization,  which  contains 
application  instructions,  contact 
information  tor  individual  state 
programs  and  local  weatheriza- 
tion service  providers,  frequently 
asked  questions,  and  a  step-by- 
step  description  of  how  the  pro- 
cess works. 

As  part  of  the  application  pro- 
cess you  will  be  asked  to  provide 
proof  of  income  and  other  quali- 
fying information.  If  accepted, 
you  will  receive  a  professional 
energy  consultation  by  the 


agency  Ihey  will  conduct  a  home 
energy  audit  during  which  they 
will  likely: 

'Analyze  your  utility  bills 
"Test  infiltration  ot  outside  air 
into  your  home 

•Inspect  your  home  and  equip- 
ment for  safety 

"Determine  the  most  cost-effec- 
tive energy  conservation  mea- 
sures tor  your  home. 

Depending  on  what  they  find, 
the  agency  will  then  conduct 
needed  repans  and  equipment 
installation,  which  might  include: 
installing  wall,  floor  and  attic  in- 
sulation; sealing  and  repairing 
ducts;  reducing  air  infiltration 
and  pressure  imbalances;  and 
tuning,  repairing  or  replacing 
heating  and  cooling  systems,  as 
needed. 

You  also  will  receive  tips  on 
ways  to  further  reduce  your  util- 
ity bills  on  an  ongoing  basis. 

Even  if  you  aren't  eligible  for 
WAP,  you  may  qualify  for  short- 
term  utility  bill  assistance 
through  the  l.ow-Income  Home 
Energy  Assistance  Program, 
which  is  funded  by  the  U.S.  De- 
partment of  Health  and  Human 
Services  and  administered  by  in- 
dividual states. 

To  learn  more,  visit  www. 
acf.hhs.gov/programs/ocs/liheap. 

Don't  let  personal  income  chal- 
lenges stand  in  the  way  of  weath- 
erproofing your  home  or  paying 
your  heating  bill  this  winter. 


Organize  All  of  Your  Paperwork  Before  Doing  Taxes 


Tax  time  won't  be  half  as  tax- 
ing if  you  organize  your  paper- 
work throughout  the  year.  Even 
if  you  hire  someone  to  do  your 
taxes,  having  your  papers  in  or- 
der can  help  speed  the  process. 
Here  are  just  a  few  of  the  types 
of  papers  that  may  affect  your 
tax  return: 

"Bills,  mortgage  payment 
records  and  other  paperwork  to 
support  deductions 


"Credit  card  and  other  receipts 

"Invoices 

"Mileage  records 

"Checks 

'Previous  year's  tax  return  (pos- 
sibly more). 

Dome  Simplified  Bookkeeping 
Records  are  a  helpful  way  for 
small  businesses  to  keep  cash 
records  and  jot  down  income 
and  expenses. 

Keep  papers  m  a  central  place 


Dome  Tax  Deductions  File  is  an 
easy-to-use  record  of  all  per- 
sonal tax-deductible  expenses. 
This  file  can  simplify  the  filing 
of  federal  and  state  tax  returns 
and  it  has  pockets  for  storing 
important  papers. 

If  you  haven't  been  keeping  tax 
papers  in  one  place,  now  is  a  good 
time  to  start.  To  learn  more,  visit 
an  office  supply  store  or  go  to 
\\  wwdomeproducts.com  a/aps 


McLaren  farlc  |\|ews  and  Notes 
Park  Planning  Process  in  Progress 

In/  Hclhf  I'arMI 

By  the  time  this  column  comes  out  in  the  February  Grapevine, 
the  first  ot  three  community  meetings  heralded  as  "the  Mcl.aren 
Park  Needs  Assessment  &  Action  I'lan  Workshops"  will  have  taken 
place.  The  purpose  of  the  workshops  is  to  gather  thoughts  and 
ideas  from  everyone  on  the  top  priorities  for  improvements  to  the 
park  that  is  to  result  in  an  actitm  plan  thai  will  have  practical  and 
measurable  goals. 

l  ina  Kim,  an  intern  with  the  Recreation  and  Parks  Department, 
has  advised  that  there  is  a  grant  application  will  l>e  made  improve 
park  features,  and  that  community  help  is  solicited  to  choose  what 
project  should  benefit  from  the  money. 

Kareti  Mauney-Brodek  is  a  planner  working  for  the  Department 
and  s  tarted  gathering  inform.ition  from  park  users  in  early  January 
and  walking  through  the  park  to  become  acquainted  with  its  many 
features.  1  was  able  to  join  one  of  her  walks  with  a  few  others  and 
we  pointed  out  situations  that  many  park  users  have  previously 
urged  the  Department  to  improve.  Karen  explained  that  she  will 
spend  some  months  gathering  information  and  then  spend  a  few 
more  months  preparing  a  list  ot  recommendations  and  possible 
means  to  accomplish  projects  along  with  priorities  to  be  assigned. 

While  I  appreciate  the  efforts  being  made  to  develop  such  a  plan,  I 
must  confess  to  a  sense  of  deja  vu. 

(See  Visitacion  Valley  History  column.  Grapevine,  September 
2009.)  However,  I  hope  that  these  workshops  will  have  dozens  or 
even  hundreds  of  participants  from  all  the  neighborhoods 
surrounding  the  park.  People  often  complain  that  McLaren  Park 
does  not  get  anything  like  the  attention  given  to  Golden  Gate  Park. 
It  is  vital  that  our  neighborhoods  turn  out  and  make  our  voices 
heard.  Good,  hard-working  individuals  and  groups  have  t^n 
volunteering  time  and  energy  to  bringamenities  to  the  park.  Now 
is  the  time  for  a  lot  more  folks  to  get  involved  in  giving  the 
Department  the  information  it  solicits. 

An  interesting  phenomenon  has  occurred  since  these  v«>rkshops 
were  first  scheduled.  While  the  notices  from  the  Department 
suggest  a  broad  range  of  issues  that  can  be  addressed  some  folks 
are  posting  flyers  in  the  park  and  on  neighborhood  electronic 
message  boards  suggesting  that  the  meetings  are  to  address  the 
question  of  disc  golf  in  the  park.  Tliis  is  certainly  a  legitimate  issue 
to  bring  to  the  workshops,  but  not  the  only  one.  Plan  to  attend, 
there  are  sure  to  be  some  lively  discussions. 

Mark  your  calendars.  You  are  urged  to  attend  both  meetings  if 
possible,  large  attendance  tells  the  Recreation  and  Parks  Department 
tliat  our  communities  have  strong  feelings  about  the  park  and  its  use. 

Tuesday  March  23  6:30  p.m.to  8  p.m.  at  the  Crocker  Amazon 
Playground  Clubhouse 

Tuesday,  May  25, 6:30  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  at  the  Louis  Sutter  Playground 
Roundhouse 

For  additional  information  you  can  contact  Tina  Kim  or  Karen 
Mauney-Brodek  at  415-831-2789  or  email  Karen.Mauney-Brodek 

f'tsfgov.org 


StarBrlte  Daycare 

AM  /  PM  Childcare 
Now  Enrolling  Ages  3  to  5 
We  Offer: 

*  Healthy  Meals 

*  Daily  Activities  and  Projects 

*  Outdoor  Play  and  Field  Trips 

*  Preschool  Structure  and  Curriculum 

*  Certified  Preschool  Teacher  on  Staff 

*  CPR  and  First  Aid  Certified 

Flexible  Hours  for  Families  Working  Nights  or  Attending  School 

For  more  information  or  to  schedule  a  tour, 
please  contact  Ms.  Jasmine  at 

(415)  656-1887 

Ul^e  Look  Forward  to  Hearing  from  You 
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Miami 
Dallas 
Madrid 
Ahmedabad 
Boston 
Belo  Horizonte 

Khartoum 
Saint  Petersburg 
Shenyang 
Houston 
Pune 
Riyadh 
Singapore 
Washington  DC 
Yangon 
Milan 
Atlanta 
Chongqing 
Alexandria 

Nanjing 
Guadalajara 
Barcelona 
Chengdu 
Detroit 
Ankara 
Abidjan 
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Match  f/((fs  /oflMSiiYTs. 

1.  First  American  experimental 
steam  vehicle  was  tested  on  Mar.  2., 

2-  United  Kingdom  recognized  in- 
dependence on  Jan.  17. 

3.  French  engineer  made  first  air- 
ship trip  on  Sept.  24  from  Paris  to 
Trappes. 

4.  Archibald  William  Montgomeri 

•In  a  wedding  ceremony,  usually 
the  maid  of  honor  carries  the  same 
bouquet  as  the  bridesmaids. 

•Luther  Buibank  introduced  6^  new 
kinds  of  fruit,  including  stoneless 
cherries  and  white  bladtberries. 

•Venezuela's  Angel  Falls  is  a  mile 
high. 

•Beethoven  was  totally  deaf  when 
he  composed  his  Ninth  Symphony 

•In  Greek  mythology,  the  muse 
Polymnia  presided  over  hymns, 
pantomine  and  religious  dance; 
terpsichore  over  choral  dancing 
and  singing. 

•The  Lincoln  penny  is  the  only  U.S. 
circulating  coin  currently  produced 
in  which  the  portrait  faces  to  the 
right. 

•Salted-in-the-shell  peanuts  are 
soaked  in  brine  to  get  the  salt  flavor 
before  they  are  roasted. 

•The  first  license  to  broadcast  regu- 
larly went  to  station  WBZ  in  Spring- 
field, Massachusetts, 

"The  substance  which  resembles 
human  blood  most  closely  is  sea 
water. 

"To  be  classified  as  brilliant,  a  dia- 
mond is  cut  so  as  to  have  S8  facets. 

•Sequoia  National  Park  is  named 
for  the  Cherokee  Indian  who  in- 
vented a  system  of  writing. 

"Bathing  suits  known  as  bikinis 
take  their  name  from  an  atoll  in  the 
Marshall  Islands  where  the  atomic 
bomb  was  tested. 

"In  1893,  Queen  Isabella  of  Spain 
became  the  first  woman  to  be  fea- 
tured on  a  U.S.  commemorative 
coin. 


was  appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  on 
Mar.  1. 

5.  On  Feb.  25,  this  sinking  near  Cape 
Tbwn,  South  Africa  saw  only  193  of 
the  643  on  board  su  rvive. 

6.  New  U.S.  president  elected  on 
Nov  2. 

7.0n)an.  14,  he  proclaimed  a  new 
constitution  for  the  French  Second 
Republic. 

8.  New  Palace  of  Westminster 
opened  here  on  Nov  11.. 

9.  Emperor  of  the  French  on  Dec.  Z 

10.  First  to  receive  the  honor  of  ly- 
ing in  state  in  the  United  States  Capi- 
tol rotunda  on  July  1. 

1 1 .  Formed  on  Jan.  15  in  New  York 

aty. 

1 2.  Piedmontese  prime  minister  on 
Nov  4. 

A.  Ireland 

B.  Louis-Napoleon  Bonaparte 

C.  Henry  Qay 

D.  Fire  engine 

E.  HMS  Birkenhead 

F  Mount  Sinai  Hospital 

G.  Transvaal. 

H.  Count  Cavour 

I.  Napoleon  ID 
J.  Henri  Giffard 
K.  Great  Britain 
L,  Franklin  Pierce 

9-21 'J-ir>Ol '1-6 'M-8  '9-^ 
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Grapevine  Five  Years 


Ago] 


FEBRUARY  2005 

*At  a  met'ting  ot  llio  Board  of  Super- 
visors, Supervisor  Sophie  Maxwell  of 
District  10  made  a  hearing  request 
before  the  I^d  Use  Committee  on 
the  potential  adoption  of  a  Redevel- 
opment Agency  Survey  Area  for  the 
Visitadon  Valley  Plan  Area. 


Sez  Who? 

Makh  quotes  to  speakers. 

1 .  "Anger  is  not  an  argument" 

2.  "Don't  dress  a  simple  idea  in 
complicated  language." 

3.  "It  is  astonishing  what  power 
words  have  over  man." 

4.  "Commit  a  crime  and  the  earth 
is  made  of  glass." 

5.  "First  learn  the  meaning  of  what 
you  say,  and  tlien  speak." 

6.  "If  your  head  is  wax,  don't  walk 
in  the  sun," 

7.  "You  can't  use  up  creativity.  The 
more  you  use,  the  more  you  have." 

8.  "When  work  is  pleasure,  life  is 
joy!  When  work  is  a  duty,  life  is  sla- 
very." 

9.  "Never  trust  a  man  who  speaks 
well  of  everybody." 

A.  Benjamin  Franklin 

B.  Napoleon  Bonaparte 

C.  Maxim  Gorky 

D.  Epictetus 

E.  Daniel  Webster 

F.  John  Churton  Collins 

G.  Maya  Angelou 

H.  Fxlwin  Newman 

I.  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 

■d-6'>H'D-Z'V 
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Sump,  the  Crump 
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New  Process  to 
Review  Market 
Value  of  Property 

Assessor- Recorder  Phil  Ting  on 
Jan.  13  announced  a  new  process 
what  will  allow  homeowrters  to  re- 
quest a  review  of  the  market  value 
of  their  properly. 

The  Office  of  the  Assessor-Re- 
corder is  accepting  for  the  2010-201 1 
tax  year  through  March  31,  2010, 
Homeowners  will  be  notified  of  the 
results  of  their  informal  review  in 
the  annual  Notioeof  Assessed  Value 
which  will  be  mailed  at  the  end  of 
July  2010. 

"Last  year  we  had  a  record  num- 
ber of  informal  review  applica- 
tions," Ting  said.  "In  response  to 
this  huge  demand,  we  are  accept- 
ing applications  through  March 
31,  2010  so  that  the  homeowners 
will  be  informed  of  their  informal 
review  requests  in  the  annual  No- 
tice of  Assessed  Value  mailed  in 
July  2010," 

The  Office  of  the  Assessor-Re- 
corder will  automatically  review 
the  market  value  of  property  for  the 
year  2010-11  that  already  received 
a  temporary  reduction. 

Homeowners  who  received  a 
temporary  reduction  for  year 
2009-10  either  by  an  informal  re- 
view or  a  decision  made  by  the  As- 
sessment Appeals  Board  do  not 
need  to  submit  an  informal  review 
request. 

For  property  tax  year  2010-11, 
the  Office  of'^the  Assessor-Re- 
corder will  accept  informal  re- 
view requests  for  single  family 
dwellings,  residential  condo- 
miniums, townhouses,  live- 
work  units,  and  residential  co- 
operative units. 

A  request  for  an  informal  re- 
view can  be  made  in  writing  by 
completing  an  application  or 
submitting  a  request  online  at 
www.sfgov.org/assessor.  Appli- 
cations are  also  available  for 
property  owners  in  Chinese  and 
Spanish. 

"This  new  informal  review  pro- 
cess is  free  and  will  make  it  as  easy 
as  possible  for  taxpayers  to  qualify 
for  a  reduction  if  it  is  warranted," 
said  Ting.  "In  2009,  approxi- 
mately 11,700  home(,)wners  re- 
ceived temporary  reductions  and 
each  will  automatically  receive  a 
review  of  their  property  for  the 
year  2010-11." 

In  2007-08,  the  Office  of  the  As- 
sessor-Recorder received  approxi- 
mately 245  informal  review  re- 
quests. In  2009-10,  there  were  ap- 
proximately 4,400  informal  re- 
view requests,  marking  a  1650 
percent  growth  of  informal  re- 
views received. 

Residential  property  owners  are 
also  encouraged  to  file  a  formal  ap- 
peal with  the  Assessment  Appeals 
Board  between  July  2  and  Septem- 
ber 15, 2010. 


Vatiey  free  listings  in  the  4^5  area  code 
Call  the  Grapevine  at  (4 15)  467-9300 
AQUARIUM 

CftAGCNQTYAQUfifiSUM  144ldant)A«,  33*4586 
AUTOMOTWE 

BAYSHfiRE  AUTO.  2260  BsySwre  SW .  467*130 
flflVSHCWE  S0WCE  2596  eayshore  ew .  239^ 
enOThEFSAUTO  BODY.  2S30  Bayshore  *() 
CHARUESGAfiAGe  ,2S60BayaoB9«l  239-7450 
VGB^AUTOBOOY.  23  Induslnal  Vi&/  Bnsbane  94005, 
467-6866 

nV4U7DWOnVE.2500Bay*DreBW  5eS6281 
BANK 

BANK  OF  AMERICA  6  Leland  Ave ,  622-4501 
BAKERS 

umfou/APOSflxESHOP.ieeiflianijAw  23^2253 

BARBERS 

BARBERSHOP  3570  San  Bnjno  Aw ,  7244396 
EMMA  S  HAIR  SALON.  35  L£tanOAw ,  587-7429 
mESHOP(JB),  leWLfllandA*  2396709 
BEAUnClANS 

ASYOUR  170  LeiarrtAve,  756-1450 
800YSOUL4SPfflrr,222LBlandAw  333-7261 
COmiE  S  HAIR  2436  Bayshore  »<3 ,  58&e2B8 
HONG  KONG  HAIR  &  NAIL  BEAUTY  SALON  199 
LeiandA«.  333-1005 
NAJLS  BY  JENNY,  50  Laland  A« ,  333€800 
SHERRY  BEAUTY  SALON.  60  [etat  Aw.,  337-9381 
BLHD  CLEANNG 

SPEED  y  ULTRASONIC  BUND  CLEANING  (oofmBrOa* 
^resijeftal  HieOart Si. 467-7506 
eOARDHG  HOUSE 

ABLE  S  C/iSA  850  Rutland  Si,  33J4664,  to  33M693 
BOOKKEEPERS 

AMYARAGON.  PROFESSIONAL  BOOKKEEPER 
467-8927 

VERWa  WALLflCf  EA.  2320  BaysToe  BM .  239-5333 
CARPETS 

HAWS4N  INTERIORS  41  Leiand  Aw ,  33>€382 
CHURCHES 

CHURCH  OF  THE  VISITACION.  655  Sunnydale 
Ave,  494-5517.  ta«  494-5513 
IGLESIA  a  f SPfWTU  SANTD,  38  iBlanb  Aw 
KOREAN  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  333 
Tunnel  Ave,  466-1213 

RIDGE  VIEW  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  590 
LelailAw,  239-5457 

SrjA\CSPReSBy7ERWWCHURCH,240lfilandAw, 
586«381 

lWU£YaAPnS7CHURCW.306teymnlAw,467-6O55 

wsrraocw  Chinese  bapvst  church,  e  cesmond 

Sl,33J4503 
COFFEE 

CANDLESTICHCOFfS  2155toytfoeafl  467-2442 
HAPPy  DONUT,  2600  BaysfiOfe  BNd ,  46&5309 
X£L£LANDCAF£  28  Leiand  Aw 
CREOrr  UMON 

NORTHEASTOOtMJNITYFEDSiALCREDITUNION. 

29  Leiand  Ave  ,  43W738 

DAYCARE 

CAROUSa  DAY  CARE  261  Hahn  Si,  469-5353 
STARBRlTE  DAYCARE  298  Arteia  Ave .  656-1887 
DOfVST 

VlSlTAOON  VAilEY  DENTAL  OFFICE  (Albert  Kuan 

DOS).  37  LBlandAw.  239-5500 

DEVELOPERS 

VI3TAQ0N  VAL1£Y  COMMUN/TV  DEVELOPH^NT 
CORPORATION.  1099  Sirfrfi^  Ave,  587-7896 
I  ELECTRICAL 
raTHfifCTWC  (Joel  Tat)  467-4657 
FLOORS 

TEDDY  Bs  HARDWOOD  FLOORS  309-634? 
FLORETS 

/LflOREROWERS.  2466  San  &if»Aw  46&0145 
FURNrrURE  REFINISHING  /  HANDYMAN 

AMAZING  MAYS  HANDYMAN  SERVICE  AND 
FURNITURE  REFINISHING.  6220  M  Si ,  466-3129 
GARDEN  ORNAMENTS 

SILVESTRI  GARDEN  ORNAMENTS.  2635 

Bayshoie  Blvd ,  239-5990 

GROCERS 

CASA  i.OP£Z  PRODUCE.  58  LeIandAve  .586-4745 
E-Z  STOP  MARKET  2203  Geneva  Ave  ,  585-9240 
LA  LOMA  PRODUCE  It2. 65  Leiand  Ave  ,  239-7520 
t;r7l£HtiAG£MARKET;i450SurvHeA\e, 586-1815 
M  4  MSHOflrsrOP.  2145  Geneva  Ave .  565-0678 
PICCOLO  PETE,  2155  Baystiore  BlvO .  468-6600 
7-n,  2200  Bayshore  Blvd  .  468-8646 
SHUN  L£E  MARKET.  2400  Bayshofe  Blvd ,  586-4851 
TEODy  S  MARK£r,  298  Teddy  Ave 
HERBS 

SAN  ON  HERBS.  33-A  Laland  Ave  333-7469 
HYPNOTHERAPY 

VALERIE  HABEGGER-HYPNOTHERAf^,  371  Taddy 

Aw,46&5631 

INSURANCE 

EDIE  EPPS  (A  HE  INSURANCE).  467-0736.  Fat 
467-0276 

ROBERT  lEHMAN  ttTC  (BW  Ooss),  33J^ 
KrrCHEN  CABHFTS 

L£ECHMGINTERNATIONAL25l£lBnJAve. 333-2730 
LANDSCAPING 

SAN  FRANCISCO  LANDSCAPES  {LK  tf932022l. 
256Taibef1Sl  585-9137,  sflandscapescom 
LAUNDRY/CLEANERS 
BAv  mSM  WLelandAw 


QTYWASH  83  Leiand  Aw,  333-9467 

CON  WASH  I  DRY  LAUNDRY  186LBtandAw 

FORTY-NINER  CLEANERS  51  Leiand  Aw,  2396416 

LBANDAVENUECLEANERS.  151lflaidAw, 586-1412 

WUEV  LflUNOfiy.  90  Leiand  Aw 

VISITACION  VALLEY  LAUNDRY.  lOSLelandAve  , 

239-9030 

LEARNN6 

RRS  r  PLACE  ?  S  TARr  1 252  Sunnyvale  Aw ,  333^ 2669 
HERITAGE  HOIi^S  CHILD  AND  FAMILY  DEVELCP- 
MENT  CENTER  245  Rey  SI .  5866700 
JOHN  KING  CHILD  AND  FAMILY  DEVELOPMENT 
CENTER.  500  Raymond  Aw .  333- 1 3  75 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  BEACON 
CENTER.  450  Raymond  Aw ,  462^907 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
CHILDRENSPROGRAMS  103TuctoAw ,  467-5565 
VISITAQON  VALLEY  FAMILY  SCHOOL.  325  Leiand 
Ave ,  565-9320 
LSRARY 

WSirAOONVAU£YeRANCH.45LeiandAve, 239-5270 
MANUFACTURER 

SEES  CANDTES,  INC ,  345  Schwem  Si 
MEDICAL 

AMERICAN  RED  CROSS.  BAY  AREA  CHAPTER. 

1704  Sunnydale  Ave ,  584-3620 

HAVVWNS  VILLAGE  MEDICAL  CUNIC  (Oept  Ot  PuOc 

Heallh),  1099SunnydaleAw  Afipornmenls  715J3310 

DR  SAM  HO  MD  2858  San  Bnino  Ave ,  337-6135 

NEW  CARNIVAL  ACUPRESSURE  HEALTH  CENTER 

2458  Bayshore  8W  337-8100 

N0fl7H  EAST  MEDICAL  SERVICES.  LELAND 

AVENUE.  82  LeIandAve  ,  391-9686  [ask  for  Leiand 

Avenue  cimic) 

PCWrOLfl /=00r  4  ANW£  OyWC  (O  Orvyang  PaeO 

2858Sai&ifioAw  467-7500 

0RGANCAT10NS 

ASIAN  PAQFIC  AMERICAN  COMMUNITY  CENTER. 
2442  BaysfKxe  BMJ  567  2669 
VfOJELEPCWN.fi  TmiCBJTER  1652 Sunnydale 
Ave,  584-6099 

CHINESE  FOR  AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION  IN 
V]SlTAO0NVAll£Y.  1099  Sunnydale  Aw ,  597-5779 
GENEVA  TERRACE  PROPERTY  OWNERS 
ASSOOATION  60  Burr  Ave-  584-2700 
6/RLS  AFTER  SCHOOL  ACADEMY.  2050 
Sunnydale  Ave .  333  Schwenn  Si ,  584-4044 
JOHN  KJNG  SENIOR  COMMUNITY.  500  Raymond 
Ave .  239^233 

LELAND  HOUSE.  141  Leiand  Ave ,  405-2000 
ROCK  (Real  Options  tor  CiTy  Kids),  590  Leiand  Aw . 
333-4001 

SUNNVDALEBOYSSG/RLSaua  1654  SunnnJale 
Aw  584-5028 

SUNNYDALE  DEVELOPMENT  COO  OFFICE.  1652 

Sunnydale  Aw  .  841-1683 

VISITACION  VALLEY  SENIOR  CENTER  66 

Raymond  Aw .  467-4499 

PHARMACY 

WSfTAOON  VALt£Y  PHARMACY  100  LeJand  Aw . 
239-5811 

PH0TOGRAP»€R 

WALTER  CORSN  PHOTOGRAPHY  (treeianoe).  435 

S*<^  Si  587  9471  fax  3376620 

PLUMBNG 

MARK  VOELKER  PLUMING.  99A/let3Ave ,  467-7401 
POSTOFFCE 

WSlTAOONUSPO.  68  Leiand  Aw  (800)  275^777 
REAL  ESTATE 

JUSTYNA  TO.  (RealKr  CoKJwUBankerj.SSS-^?^ 
LaFLUE-WALTON&ASSOQATES  2428aay5ftwe 
BM}  587-8683 

ROrAI.«onCiMCffTG4GE46LfitendAw.33J4900 
CA7HV  KUNE  SAUNDERS  fZephyr  Rea/  EsfaO),  215 
VWesiPcrtaAw  731-5011  ex.  163 
RESTAURANTS 

BAYSIDE  CAFE  2011  Bayshore  BIwJ ,  467-2023 
HAPPY  FAMLY  FAST  FOOD.  W\Jt3ti  Aye.  mem 
G  i  L  BAKERY  i  RESTAURANT,  198  Leiand  Aw , 
239-6283 

LUAN  FAT  BAKERY.  1 10  Leiand  Aw ,  585- 1167 
WAYANT  TAQUERIA .  98  Leiand  Aw ,  587-7721 
TWOJACKS  167  LeJand Aw,  337-0433 
SCULPTOR 

CARTORIGINALS  (MiKal  Cartor),  2Hahn  Si,.  23M136 
SaF-DEVELOPMENT 

DVNAMC  DEVELOPMENTS  (Mar)one  Ann  WIBams 
CEO,  C*e»  and  SeH-ErtrnHner  iB  Speoatet)  467-7606 
SERVICE  PROVIDERS 

CLAERPROJECT.  1099  SunnydaleAw.,  Ste.  323, 
333-3017,  ta«  587-7481 
THE  VIOAGE 1099  Sunn/Kte  Aw ,  239^5 
VlSlTAOON  VALifY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OUTREACH 
CENTER.  57  L£land  Aw 

VfSfTAClON  VALLEY  BILINGUAL  EDUCATION 
SUFPORTTi/E  SERVICES  4  TR/UNING.  130LBlaidAw 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
IVVCC).  50  Raymond  Aw  .  467-6400 
VVCC  FAMILY  4  COMMUNITY  SERVICES 
CENTER.  161  LeIandAve  ,586-6998,  Fan 586-8027 
VlSlTAOON  VAL1£Y  BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 
ANDOUTREAOiTOti/eKHANTS.  2255969 
TELEPHONE 

D&A WIRELESS.  78 Lelsrd Aw , 452-4 1 39 
VARIETY 

GOIIGN  99  CENrS  ZONE.  5-7  Inland  Aw ,  33^3923 


Events  in  February  at  Valley  Branch  Library 

contact  Abby  at  (415)  355-2848  or 
aharwoodf"  sfpl-org. 

New  Brotherhood  of 


Following  are  events  in  Febru- 
ary at  the  Visitacion  Valley  Branch 
library,  45  Leiand  Ave. 

*Feb.  X  Wednesday:  Manga  and 
Cartoon  Art  Workshop-Comicbook 
artist  Oliver  Chin  will  teach  you  how 
to  draw  your  own  comics  hum  4  to  6 
p.m.  Get  tips  from  a  pro  and  get  ready 
to  submit  your  work  to  the  leen 
Manga/Cartoon  Art  Contest  benefit- 
ting the  Visitacion  Valley  Branch 
Capital  Campaign.  Space  is  in  this 
workshop  is  limited,  so  please  sign 
up  in  advance!  For  teeis,  ages  12-18. 
For  more  information  or  to  register, 
contact  Abby  at  (415)  355-2848  or 
aliarwoodf"  sfpl.org. 

•Feb.  25,  Thursday:  Friendship 
Bracelets  -  Show  a  friend  or  loved  on 
you  can?  with  a  handmade  frienddiip 
bracelet  from 3:30  to 5  p.m.  Learn  the 
basics  at  this  workshop  for  teens.  All 
materials  provided.  For  ages  12-18. 
For  more  information  or  to  register. 


Men  Support  Group 

The  Metropolitan  Fresh  Start 
House  is  presenting  The  Broth- 
erhood of  Men,  a  men's  support 
group  and  substance  abuse 
classes  every  Tuesday,  Wednes- 
day and  Thursday  from  1  to  2:30 
p.m.  beginning  February-2  at  316 
Leiand  Ave. 

The  Metropolitan  Fresh  Start 
House  is  committed  to  restoring 
in  men  their  ability  to  dream,  and 
see  themselves  as  responsible  lead- 
ers of  family  and  community. 
These  sessions  help  empower  men 
for  recovery,  restoration,  rehabili- 
tation, dignity  and  personal  pride 
For  more  information,  please 
contact:Sam  DeVore,  Program 
Coordinator  at  (415)  724-0791. 


h\/  Jason  Aldcnnnn 

When  it  comes  to  inflation, 
2009  was  a  good  news/bad  news 
kind  of  year  -  with  a  few  mixed 
messages  thrown  in  for  good 
measure. 
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Low  Inflation  Leaves  Tax  Deductions  Mostiy  Unchanged  Fust-TimeHomebuyerTax  Credit  Expanded 

nual  inflation  adjustments,  al-  bution  to  401(k),  403(b)  and  457  .    ,                                         ,     .i.,          u  .  i  j 

though  a  few  did  creep  up  plans  remains  unchanged  at  i^^/ 1^^^^^' M-nnan                         east  ISyearso  datclosmgand  ne.- 

slightly.  Here's  a  summary  of  $16,500  (plus  an  additional     ^  key  feature  in  last  yearseco-  ther  can  be  cla.med  as  another 

some  common  tax  benchmarks:  $5,500  for  those  over  age  50).  The  ""'"'^  shmulus  b.H  was  the  ederal  taxpayer  s  dependent. 

-Federal  personal  tax  exemp-  annual  limit  for  combined  em-  -ncome  tax  creci.t  desired  to  help  ;Purchase  transactions  between 

tions  remf  constant  at  $3,650  ployee  and  employer  contr.bu-  ^Ta  0^:^^^:^^  ^ 

Accord  ne  to  one  widely  used  per  individual.  tions  to  such  plans  remains  at  r^,   Z.;.\\r.,  ^u^.-ynna  tu^n^.                v       u  t^u 

innation  mlasurement,  the  De-  ^*The  standard  tax  deducHon  for  $49,000.                                   S^Tr^n^nH^' t  'Youmustattachacopyofthepur- 

partment  of  Labor's  Consumer  heads  of  households  increases  -The  maximum  contribution  to                      "  rn- „Xff  f^^^f  ^"^"^^"t^g^^'^^^'^^y^"^ 

Price  Index  forurban  consumers  by  just  $50  to  $8,400.  It  remains  a  regular  or  Roth  IRA  remains  asexpanded  to  mclude  a  credit  for  taxretum. 

CpT-U)™^^                       unchanged  at  $11,400  for  mar-  unchanged  at  $5,000  (those  aged  current  homebuyers  looking  to  buy    ^You  must  repay  the  credu  .f, 

Lily  fell  for  the  quarter  ending  ried  coSpIes  filing  jointly  and  50  and  older  can  contribute  an  a  new  pnmary  residence.              within  three  years  of  purchase,  the 

September  30, 2009,  compared  to  $5,700  for  singles  and  those  who  additional  $1,000). 

the  same  period  a  year  earlier,  are  married  but  file  separately  'Married  couples  filing  jointly 

(Remember,  gasoline  prices,    'Various  tax  bracket  thresholds  will  see  the  amount  they  can 

which  spiked  during  2008  and  will  increase  slightly  -  for  ex-  contribute  to  a  Roth  IRA  gradu- 

impacted  numerous  other  ex-  ample,  the  threshold  between  ally  phased  out  if  their  adjusted                     ,          ^n1n  a  c^.  ,        ^  ,  a                ■    i  ^  ' 

pTses  subsided  considerably  in  the  15  percent  and  25  percent  tax  gross  income  exceeds  $167,000  -        closed  by  June  30,  2010.  A  few  constructed  or  existmg  suiglefam- 

2009.)                                     brackets  for  married  couples  fil-  a  $1,000  increase  over  2009's 

Those  whose  bills  have  contin-  ing  jointly  increases  by  $100  to  level;  the  phase-out  limitation 

ued  to  rise  probably  would  de-  $68,000.  floor  for  others  remains  un- 

bate  whether  it  was  actually    *The  annual  gift  tax  exclusion  changed  at  $105,000. 

cheaper  to  live  in  2009  than  in  remains  unchanged  at  $13,000.  "Check  www.irs.gov  for  other 

2008.  Regardless,  this  is  an  im-    'The  Social  Security  taxable  2010  tax  changes.                      ,.        te:Qntv\      u  „  .             /  -               ^  a    ^  c 

portant  statistic  because  the  IRS  wage  base  (upper  income  limit  Bottom  line- In  2010,  inflation  t^''  °f  f '0^0  o"  homes  co  ting  (via  an  amended  return,  if  neces- 

uses  the  third-quarter  CPI-U  to  subject  to  Social  Security  taxes)  pays  a  very  minor  role  in  terms                     npiil^hr   ^^^^^^  "^^""'^           .i.-  h  .u 

determme  whether  dozens  of  remains  unchanged  at  $106,800.  Sf  tax  threshold  changes  com-  above  that  are  meligible.                Thegood  newsm  tfi.sbi!  forc^r- 

tax-related  numbers  such  as  in-    *The  maximum^nnual  contri-  pared  to  previous  yearl             /Qualifying  income  thresholds  rent  hom«,wners  is  that  they  too 

^  have  been  raised  to  $125,000  in  may  qualify  for  a  tax  credit  if  they 

Helpful  Tips  on  Giving  a  Phone  as  a  Gift  'TJ^'/ifJ^  adjusted  gross  income  wanttomovetoanewprimaryresi- 
r  O  (MAGI)  for  individuals  and  dence,  whether  because  of  a  job 

When  you're  thinking  of  giv-  Networker;  T-Mobile  Sidekick  $225,000  for  married  couples  filing  transfer,  downsizing  at  retirement 
ng  the  gift  of  a  phone,  it's  wise  provides  texting  with  instant  ac-  jointly,  from  the  previous  $75,(XX)  or  moving  to  a  larger  home  or  a  new 

 cess  to  Twitter,  Facebook  and  and  $150,000,  respectively  (MAGI  community.  Although  the  same  in- 

MySpace.  With  a  large  flip  is  usually  found  on  line  38  of  your  come  thresholds,  purchase  cost 
screen  and  full  keypad,  it  has  federal  income  tax  return).  limit  and  closing  deadlines  apply, 

lots  of  features  to  stay  in  touch.    The  credit  phases  out  for  indi-  there  are  a  few  unique  features: 
When  you  give  a  phone  that  viduals  with  MAGI  between    'Instead  of  $8,0(X),  the  maximum 
that  provisions  in  the  Social  Se-     The  World  traveler:  Verizon  fits  the  person's  lifestyle,  ex-  $125,000and$145,000and$225,000  credit  amount  is $6,500. 
curitv  Act  prohibit  such  reduc-  Escapade  is  a  versatile  phone  plains  Philip  Christopher,  presi-  to  $245,000  for  joint  filers.  -You  must  have  lived  in  your  cur- 

tions  The  bad  news  for  those  that  provides  calling  capability  dent  of  Personal  Communica-  'If  you  are  married,  both  you  and  rent  home  for  five  consecutive  years 
who  would  have  liked  to  in-  from  220  destinations  world-  tions  Devices  (PCD),  it's  likely  to  your  spouse  must  qualify  as  first-  out  of  the  last  eight. 

wide.  a  hit.  For  more  information,  time  homebuyers  to  receive  the    *TIie  newly  purchased  home  must 

It's  terrific  for  the  businessperson  visit  www.pcdphones, com. /v^fls  credit;  also,  each  of  you  must  be  at  become  your  primary  residence 
or  leisure  traveler  t-      f  ,      i  .        j      r    ii    t-     •  *  and  not  a  second  home  or  invest- 

T^e  Savvy  smdene  or  Aspiring  FreeSatunkyaassatGanlenforthe Environment  „entp^^^^^ 

decades.  Social  Security  benefi-  Professional:  T-Mobile  Tap  offers  Composting  Winter  can  be  a  backyard  and  worm  composting.  *You  are  not  required  to  sell  your 
claries  will  not  receive  a  cost-of-  3G  speed  for  accessing  the  Internet,  great  fime  to  start  a  new  compost  Compost  is  a  rich  soil  amendment  current  residence, 
living  benefit  increase  in  2010,  texting,  instant  messaging  and  per-  pile  or  to  jump  start  one  that  just  that  will  greatly  benefit  your  gar-  To  learn  more,  visit  www. 
even  though  Medicare  Part  D  sonale-mail.  isn't  breaking  down,  join  Garden  den  plants,  houseplants,  and  the  federalhoustngtaxcredit.com.  Be- 
(prescription  drug  coverage)  The  Music  Lover:  Verizon  Razzle  For  the  Environment  (7th  Avenue  environment,  by  diverting  cause  of  the  complexity  of  tax  law 
premiums  are  expected  to  rise,  boasts  expandable  storage,  full  at  Lawton  Street  for  a  fun,  free  compostable  material  from  the  governing  these  transactions,  con- 
On  the  mixed  news  front,  the  keypad  and  cool  swivel  design  to  hands-on  workshop  from  10  a.m.  landfill.  Learn  how  to  Uim  those  suit  your  tax  advisor  before  finaliz- 
IRS  left  unchanged  most  tax  de-  maximize  music  enjoyment.  to  12  noon  on  Saturday,  Feb.  6  food  scraps  or  fallen  leaves  into  ing  a  purchase  or  deciding  which 
ductions  that  are  subject  to  an-  The  Texting  Teen  or  Social  teaching  basic  methods  of  both  "gardeners  black  gold."  year  to  claim  the  credit. 


Here's  how  it  works:  home  is  no  longer  your  primary 

The  deadline  for  the  first-time  residence.  (Certain  exceptions  will 

homebuyer  credit  was  extended  to  be  made  for  military  personnel  and 

include  purchases  where  a  binding  when  one  of  the  homeowners  dies.) 

..paced  numerous  Cher  ex-  a.ple,  , he  threshold  between  ally  phased  ou.  if  ,he,ra&  ~sST«20iaS 

rules:                 '  ily  houses,  condominiums,  manu- 

*"First-time  homebuyers"  are  factured  or  mobile  homes  -  even 

those  who  have  not  owned  a  home  boats  that  function  as  your  princi- 

during  the  previous  three  years.  pal  residence. 

"The  credit  is  wortii  10  percent  of  "You  can  claim  the  tax  credit  for  a 

the  purchase  price,  up  to  a  credit  2010  purchase  on  either  your  2009 


come  tax  bracket  limits  and 
maximum  retirement  savings 
plan  contributions  will  stay  the 
same  or  increase  in  the  follow- 
ing tax  year. 


The  good  news  is  that  although  to  reflect  on  the  individual's 

many  savers  feared  that  retire-  lifestyle  and  select  a  phone  that 

ment  plan  contribution  limits  matches. 

might  actually  drop  for  the  first  Consider  these  personality 

time  ever,  the  IRS  determined  types  and  telephones: 


crease  such  contributions  next 
year,  is  that  they  cannot  do  so. 

Even  worse,  because  inflation 
was  so  low,  for  the  first  time  in 


VlflltacloD  VallcT  Famllj  and  Commnnity  SeFviceft  Center 


IVe  Can  Help  You/ 

Complete  Immigraiton  documents,  assist  with  SF  County  paperwork 
(Medi-Cal,  Welfare,  etc.) ,  education  workshops,  referrals  to  other  services 


Eight  Weeks 
Nutrition  Classes 

Every  Wednesday 
January  27  to  March  17 
4:30  to  5:30  p.m. 

Speaker:  Dina  Castellan 

Community  Health 
Program  Representative 


Drop-In  Consultation 
with  Mental 
Health  Consultant 

Thursday,  February  4, 11, 
18  and  25, 1  to  5  p.m. 

Call  (415)  342-4364 
for  appointment. 


Eight  Weeks 
Parenting  Classes 

Improving  Parent  and 
Child  Relationship,  Part  1 

Every  Tuesday 
January  12  to  March  2 
4:30  to  6  p.m. 


Male 
Involvement 
Group 

Saturday, 
February  6 
1  to  3  p.m. 


February  2010  Activities 

Enhanced  Information  and  Referral 
Every  Monday  Through  Friday 

February  1  to  28,  9:30  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m. 

Spanish  Support  Group 

Friday,  February  5  and  19,  11  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m. 

Chinese  Support  Group 

Friday,  February  12  and  26 
9:30  a.m.  to  11  a.m. 

Family  Fun  Literacy 
Rhymes 

Thursday,  February  19,  4:30  to  6  p.m. 


Marichelle  Punzalan,  Jenny  Sosa 
Jack  Kwong,  Kevin  Blackwell,  Molly  Hassler 


161  Leland  Avenue^  San  Francisco^  CA  94134 
Tel:  (415)  586-6998  Fax  (415)  586-8027 
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I  have  been  studying 

VIsitacion  Valley 
for  a  long  Time. 


Cathy  Khne  Saunders 


^Hor  AIIYbur  Real  Es^te  Needsj::all 


